ТИШІ 


YKPAIHCbKI ВІСТІ 


LIDS 


Tl 


Edmonton, April 23 - May 6, 2015, Vol. LXXXVIII Ne 9 Price $1.75 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper announces that the Government of 
Canada will provide significant additional military resources to help 


train and build the capacity of Ukrainian forces personnel following a 
briefing on the current security situation in Ukraine with Jason Kenney, 
Minister of National Defence and Minister for Multiculturalism, and 
General Thomas Lawson, Chief of the Defence Staff: (PMO photo by 


Jason Ransom) 


Canada to deploy 
200 military 
trainers in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper on April 14 an- 
nounced that the Government of 
Canada will provide significant 
additional military resources to 
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help train and build the capacity of 
Ukrainian forces personnel. 

The announcement was made 
following a briefing on the current 
security situation in Ukraine with 
Jason Kenney, Minister of National 
Defence and Minister for Multicul- 
turalism, and General Tom Law- 
son, Chief of the Defence Staff. 

Canada will be deploying ap- 
proximately 200 Canadian Armed 
Forces (CAF) personnel to Ukraine 
until March 31, 2017, to develop 
and deliver military training and 
capacity-building programs for 
Ukrainian forces personnel. CAF 
members will be deployed on both 
a sustained and periodic basis de- 
pending on the type of training 
being conducted. Their activities 
will include explosive ordnance 
disposal and improvised explosive 
device disposal training, military 
police training, medical training, 
flight safety training, and logistics 
system modernization training. 
Canada will also be providing in- 
dividual and unit tactics training to 
Ukzainian National Guard person- 
nel along with the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 

“Canada continues to stand with 
the people of Ukraine in the face of 
the Putin regime’s ongoing aggres- 
sion. The Canadian military contri- 
bution being announced today will 
help Ukrainian forces personnel to 
better defend their country’s sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity,” said 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

“Ukrainian forces personnel 
will benefit from the highest cali- 
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“Drenched Monday” in Lviv 


In an ancient custom young people would drench each other with water on the first day after Easter in what is 
known as “Oblyvanyy Ponedilok” (“Drenched Monday”). This practice was quite common among Ukrainian 
communities in Canada in the past, but has waned in recent decades. But as this photo taken in Lviv on April 13 
(Julian Calendar Easter Monday) shows, the practice is still very much alive in parts of Ukraine. 


CPO to cancel Lisitsa concert 
only if she’s charged 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Calgary Philharmonic Or- 
chestra may cancel the performance 
of controversial pianist Valentina 
Lisitsa, but only if she is charged 
under hate legislation, says a spokes- 
person for the organization. 

“Tf it were deemed that she had 
committed a crime and legal action 
were taken we would re-evaluate 
our position,” says Heather Slater, 
Director of Artistic Planning. 

“Our policy is not to take a pos- 
ition on our artists political vies 
we select our artists on the basis of 
artistic merit,’ she told Ukrainian 
News in a telephone interview. 

The Toronto Symphony Orches- 
tra cancelled an April 8 and 9 ap- 
pearance by Lisitsa, an ethnic Rus- 
sian born in Kyiv, over offensive 
comments she made about Ukrain- 
ians on her Twitter page, but she is 
still scheduled to perform in Cal- 
gary, June 5 and 6. 

Among the many tweets on her 
“NedoUkrainka” site, Lisitsa re- 
fers to Ukrainians as dog feces 
and “khakhly”, a derogatory term 
equivalent to “kike” or “nigger”, 
and runs photos of Ukrainian 
teachers and student wearing em- 
broidered shirts juxtaposed with 
African villagers with the comment 
“teachers forced to wear Ukrainian 
tribal dress” suggesting both are 


Heather Slater 


un-European, then takes a swipe 
at the Jews by reminding Garry 
Kasparov “that his adorable west- 
erm democracies enthusiastically 
deported his people (i.e. the Jews) 
to gas chambers, and concludes by 
mocking people with Down Syn- 
drome. 

She has compared the Ukrainian 
government with Nazi Germany 
and referred to “Filtration camps” 
where pro-Russians are held. 

“In a new European Ukraine, 
the camps will give the subhumans 
[ethnic Russians] condemned to 


gas chambers an opportunity to off- 
set their carbon footprint,” she says 
in one. 

The TSO’s decision to cancel her 
performance was supported by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

“Music is supposed to unite 
people of all nationalities and eth- 
nicities. It is in this spirit that the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra has 
provided a message of human ac- 
cord and harmony to countless 
audiences. Ms. Lisitsa’s repugnant 
comments are divisive, intolerant 
and hateful, and are an affront to 
all Canadians who oppose racism 
and hate-mongering speech,” says 
UCC National President Grod. 

Slater said she has read the com- 
ments and says it is obvious they 
are offensive to Ukrainians and 
other people, adding however that 
ЗТ don’t feel qualified — and I say 
that on behalf of the CPO as well 
— to discern when political com- 
mentary crosses the line into hate 
speech or incitement.” 

She said she has received feed- 
back from both sides — from 
Ukrainians who want the concerts 
cancelled — and from people who 
urge the CPO to hold the concert in 
order to defend freedom of speech. 

But the CPO remains open to any 
further dialogue with the Ukrainian 
community, she added. 


Cont. from P. 1 


bre of training from the brave men 
and women of our own Canadian 
Armed Forces. Canada will con- 
tinue working with its allies to en- 
sure a sovereign, unified and secure 
Ukraine,” he added. 

The training, intended to begin 
this summer, is in addition to train- 
ing opportunities offered by the 
CAF through the Military Train- 
ing and Cooperation Program. The 
training will take place primarily 
at the NATO Partnership for Peace 
Training and Education Centre in 
Yavoriv, located in western Ukraine 
close to the Polish border. Training 
will also take place at the Ukrain- 
ian Ministry of Defence Demining 
Centre in Kamyanets-Podilsky in 
western Ukraine. 

Harper’s announcement was ap- 


plauded by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 

“Canada continues to be a staunch 
ally as Ukraine battles against the 
invasion of its sovereign territory by 
the Russian Federation. The training 
programs announced today will help 
save the lives of Ukrainian soldiers.” 
stated Paul Grod, National President 
of the UCC. “Canadian Armed 
Forces personnel will be providing 
training that will enhance the cap- 
acity of Ukraine’s military to defend 
their homeland against continued 
aggression by the Russian Federa- 
tion.” 

It was also supported by both 
major opposition parties. 

NDP Foreign Affairs Critic Paul 
Dewar stated that while his party 
supports the deployment, it is also 
calling for a parliamentary debate 
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Canada to deploy 200 military trainers in Ukraine 


on this issue in order to set clear 
goals for the mission. 

“We need to understand exactly 
what the goals are. How this is go- 
ing to benefit the people of Ukraine 
and how it’s going to strengthen in- 
dependence and resiliency. Those 
are things that are very important 
for us,” he told Ukrainian News. 

Dewar also stressed the need for 
support in non-military areas. 

“Not only is it important to con- 
demn the incursion by Russians in 
this kind of hybrid war that they’ve 
taken, we also have to be very clear 
in the areas that we know there is a 
need for further support,” he said. 

“We need to support energy effi- 
ciency, to support institution build- 
ing, to deal with the issues like cor- 
ruption and we don’t see the goy- 
ernment doing that,” added Dewar 
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Liberal MP Chrystia Freeland 
said her party fully supports the de- 
ployment. 

“It’s the right thing to do. Ukraine 
is a sovereign democracy which is 
defending itself against a foreign 
aggressor. Ukraine has been an ally 
of Canada for many years. Canada 
was the first or the second country 
in the world to recognize independ- 
ent Ukraine, depending upon how 
you count and it’s important for us 
to help Ukrainians defend them- 
selves,” she told Ukrainian News. 

Like Dewar she also stressed 
the importance of support in other 
areas. 

“Economic recovery, the eco- 
nomic resurrection of Ukraine is 
the surest guarantee of the success 
of independent democratic Ukraine 
and | think that that really at this 
moment needs to be the central 
focus,” she said 

“We need to get recognition in 
the international community that 
Ukraine is at a tipping point and 
that Ukraine is a tipping point for 
democracy in Europe. It’s worth 
taking some extraordinary eco- 
nomic measure to support Ukraine 
now because if we succeed, we will 
have created a much more secure 
and a much wealthier world and if 
we fail the costs will be very, very, 
high,” added Freeland. 

Meanwhile, U.S. and Ukrain- 
ian troops have begun joint train- 
ing exercises in western Ukraine 
in a bid to strengthen government 
forces that are fighting Russian- 
backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko said at the exercise’s inaug- 
uration ceremony on April 20 that 
Ukraine’s armed forces must be re- 
built from scratch to deter foreign 
threats. 

The U.S. Army announced the 
previous week that 300 U.S. para- 
troopers would train 900 members 
of a National Guard reserve unit 
that brings volunteers and pro- 
government militia under Kyiv’s 
control, reported RFE/RL. 

The training operations are also 
taking place in Yavoriv where the 
Canadian forces will be joining 
them. 

U.S. Army Major Jose Mendez, a 
brigade operations officer, said the 
U.S. trainers would be “conducting 


classes on war-fighting functions, 
as well as training to sustain and 
increase the professionalism and 
proficiency of military staffs.” 

In January 2015, Canada formal- 
ized the provision of military as- 
sistance to Ukraine by joining the 
United States/Ukraine Joint Com- 
mission and agreeing to co-chair, 
with Ukraine, the Joint Commis- 
sion’s Military Police Subcommit- 
tee, 

In December 2014, Canada 
signed a Declaration of Intent with 
Ukraine for joint military training 
and capacity building in response 
to Russia’s aggression in that coun- 
try. 

In November 2014, through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Trade and Development, Canada 
committed to a further contribu- 
tion of non-lethal military supplies. 
From that commitment, Canada 
has delivered 30,000 coats, 30,000 
pairs of pants, and 70,000 pairs of 
Gore-Tex boots. Once manufactur- 
ing is finalized, Canada will also be 
sending 22 Harris high-frequency 
radios, 238 pairs of PVS-7 night 
vision goggles, 1,134 tactical med- 
ical kits, a mobile field hospital 
structure and a yet to-be-deter- 
mined amount of explosive ord- 
nance disposal equipment. 

In August 2014, Canada pro- 
vided non-lethal military supplies 
to Ukraine, including a range of 
targeted protection, medical and 
logistical equipment such as 7,000 
helmets, 30,000 sets of ballistic 
eyewear, 2,300 protective vests, 
300 first aid kits, 100 tents and 735 
sleeping bags. 

Canada’s latest military contri- 
bution, which addresses a number 
of requests from the Government 
of Ukraine, is being provided to 
help the country in its efforts to 
maintain sovereignty, security and 
stability in the face of Russian 
aggression. The support was in- 
formed by consultations with key 
allies. 

“Canada’s position on Ukraine 
has been clear since the outset: we 
recognize the sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity of Ukraine and will 
never recognize the illegal Russian 
occupation of Crimea or any part 
of that country,” stated a media 
release issued by the Prime Minis- 
ter’s Office. - 


Opitz highlights non- 
lethal equipment shipment 


(UkrNews)—Ted Opitz, Member of Parliament for Etobicoke Centre, 
met with the media and members of the Canadian-Ukrainian community 
at the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Community Centre, as a shipment of 
non-lethal equipment was prepared to leave Canada for Ukraine. He was 
accompanied by Bernard Trottier, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and for La Francophonie. 

Opitz highlighted the work of the Stabilization Support Services, an 
organization based in Toronto, for its outstanding logistical support in 
delivering the shipment. The shipment, of night-vision goggles, is one of 
several non-lethal equipment shipments to Ukraine. A total of 238 pairs of 
goggles, worth $1 million, will be sent to Ukraine. 

This non-lethal equipment will enhance the capabilities of the Ukrainian 
armed forces in their fight to defend their country’s sovereignty and 


territorial integrity. 


Opitz also spoke of the imminent transfer of more than 1,000 medical 
kits, this time with the support of Patriot Defence, an organization 
headed by Ulana Suprun in Ukraine. Ms. Suprun is also the director of 
humanitarian initiatives for the Toronto-based Ukrainian World Congress. 

In the months to come, Canada will be providing to the Government 
of Ukraine a mobile field hospital, high-frequency radios and $3 million- 
worth of explosive-ordnance disposal equipment. 
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УАПЦ i УПЦ КП заявили, 
що готові до переговорів про 
об'єднання в Помісну церкву 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Обилві українські православні шеркви, які є не- 
залежними від Москви, заявили про готовність 
об'єднатися. Експерти схвально оцінюють таку 
ініціативу 1 пояснюють, що рішення про створення 
з двох церков однієї Помісної є наслідком потуж- 
ного тиску суспільства на церковників. Тим часом 
в Українській православній церкві (Московського 
патріархату) ідею заснувати Помісну церкву без 
їхньої участі оцінюють досить стримано. 

Українська автокефальна православна церква 
готова до об'єднання в єдину Помісну церкву з 
Українською православною церквою Київського 
патріархату. 

Про це заявив журналістам місцеблюститель 
УАПЦ митрополит Макарій. 

«Зараз уже той час настав, щоби реально не 
процеси починати, а реально діяти. Не треба дар- 
мувати жодного дня. Треба зустрічатися, розмов- 
ляти i робити реальні кроки», - заявив митропо- 
лит журналістам. І додав, що він не вимагатиме, 
щоб його включили до керівництва об'єднаної 
Помісної церкви. Першим його заяву оприлюдни- 
ла програма ТСН. 

Зі свого боку, патріарх Української православної 
церкви Київського патріархату Філарет погодився 
почати переговори щодо об'єднання. 

«Якщо вони серйозно хочуть об'єднуватися, да- 
вайте об'єднуватися, починати діалог, предметно 
говорити про об'єднання», - наголосив предстоя- 
тель УПЦ КП. 

Філарет очікує, що ідеться про приєднання 
УАПЦ зі збереженням структури саме Київського 
патріархату. І сподівається на об'єднання у май- 
бутньому з Українською православною церквою 
(Московського патріархату), але наголошує, що 
цей процес ітиме знизу: «не від ієрархії, духовен- 
ства, а від народу», 1 що він «уже почався». 

Представники УПЦ Московського патріархату 
заявляють, що схвалюють діалог між церквами, 
однак утримуються від більш конкретних оцінок 
щодо останньої ініціативи створення Помісної 
церкви. 

Втім, усередині УАПЦ немає повної єдності 
щодо того, чи варто створювати Помісну церкву 
на основі УПЦ КП. Так, архієпископ Харківський і 
Полтавський Ігор (Ісіченко) заявив Радіо Свобода, 


що підтримує ідею єднання «києвоцентричних» 
українських церков, але побоюється, що нова 
Помісна церква може успадкувати організаційні 
недоліки УПЦ КП, оскільки, за його словами, 
УАПЦ після смерті предстоятеля «є слабкою». 

Водночас, депутат від «Народного фронту» та 
релігієзнавець Віктор Єленський вважає такі по- 
боювання безпідставними. За його словами, від 
об'єднання виграють релігійні громади та свяще- 
ники обох церков. 

«Окремеіснування в Україні двох проукраїнських 
православних церков - це протиприродно», 
пояснює експерт свою думку. 

Водночас на ідею об'єднання двох із трьох гілок 
українського православ'я зреагував Вселенський 
патріарх Варфоломій. Він наголосив, що Констан- 
тинопольський патріархат сприятиме об'єднанню 
українських православних церков, попри те, що в 
час президентства Віктора Ющенка такі спроби 
виявилися невдалими. 

За словами експертів, об'єднання BOX 
проукраїнських православних церков є умовою 
патріархат 
до унормування церковного 
Україні (тобто, буде покладено край 


того, що Константинопольський до- 


лучиться життя в 
звинува- 
ченням на адресу частини українських церков у 
«неканонічності»). 

Нинішня ситуація є унікальною, адже таких 
сприятливих умов для створення єдиної Помісної 
церкви, як зараз, ще не було, вважає релігієзнавець 
Андрій Юраш. 

«Зараз не лише з боку обох церков є реаль- 
не прагнення до об'єднання, а є й величезний 
тиск 
фонлу 


суспільства. Соціологічні дослідження 


«Демократичні ініціативи» i центру 
«Соціс» свідчать, що в разі, якщо зараз церкви не 
реалізують шансу на об'єднання, то суспільство 
не зрозуміє цього, Тобто, потуги УАПЦ i УПЦ 
КП до об'єднання є 
суспільства», - зауважує експерт. 

Андрій Юраш пояснює: після порозуміння між 
двома патріотичними, «києвоцентричними» право- 
славними всередині України 
можливими переговори зі світовим православ'ям. В 
результаті, у Константинополі зможуть подбати про 
питання канонічності української церкви, однак цей 
процес буде непростим, припускає експерт. 


віддзеркаленням запитів 


церквами стануть 


Луганський суд виправдав 
Ландіка-молодшого 


(Українська | правда)--Сватівський | райсуд 
Луганської 0 області | виправдав екс-депутата 
Луганської міськради Романа  Ландіка, яко- 


го засудили за жорстоке побиття моделі Марії 
Коршунової. 

Про це "Українській правді" повідомила сама 
потерпіла. 

За її словами, її ніхто на засідання суду не запро- 

шував і про саме засідання не повідомляв. 
Сватівський суд вирішив, що вирок Ландіку треба 
скасувати, бо з'ясувались нові обставини. 
Як ідеться в рішенні суду, суд попередньої 
інстанції не врахував того, що Ландік "застосо- 
вуючи до визнаної потерпілою по справі ОСО- 
БА 5 (Коршунова - ред.) фізичну силу, перебував 
в стані необхідної оборони". 

Тож суддя Сватівського райсуду Станіслав Юр- 
ченко вирішив скасувати попередній вирок "у 
зв'язку з відсутністю в діянні останнього (Ландіка 
- ред.) складу кримінального правопорушення". 

Коршунова зараз розбирається, як судове 
засідання провели без повідомлення про це її і 
готується до оскарження цього вироку. 

“3 незрозумілою експертизи суд встановив, що 


немає контакту руки Ландіка з моїм обличчям, що 
вказує на неправильне встановлення судом фак- 
тичних обставин", - обурилася Коршунова. 

"На думку судді Юрченка, коли Ландік вийшов 
з убиральні, а я просто сиділа на дивані і ніяких 
дій взагалі не вчиняла, коли він схопив мене за во- 
лосся і потягнув, в прямому сенсі слова, до виходу, 
буцаючи по дорозі ногами, це була "необхідна обо- 
рона", - додала вона. 

Коршунова також не розуміє, як суд міг розгля- 
дати справу "без матеріалів кримінальної справи". 

"Як мені 0 ш говорили | юристи, матеріали 
кримінальної справи зберігаються в суді за місцем 
її розгляду, тобто у Ленінському районному суді 
міста Луганська за адресою: м. Луганськ, вул. Но- 
восьолова, 2. Луганськ знаходиться на тимчасово 
окупованій території", - заявила потерпіла. 

Як відомо, Ландік-молодший, син бізнесмена 1 
депутата від ПР Володимира Ландіка у липні 2011 
року жорстоко побив Коршунову в луганському 
ресторані "Баккара". 

Пізніше він заявив, що сам був потерпілим, бо 
модель облила його водою і навіть била посуд в 
ресторані. 
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Україна спростить надання 
громадянства переслідуваним 
у Росії - Порошенко 


(Радіо Свобода)- "Президент України Петро Порошенко анонсу- 
вав законодавчу ініціативу, яка має спростити надання українського 
громадянства переслідуваним у Росії активістам. Про це він заявив 
12 квітня після відвідання храмів християн східного обряду з наго- 
ди Великодня. 

«Нинішні процедури надання громадянства не дозволяють мені 
цього робити, але я внесу зміни до закону, щоб ми мали можливість 
надавати політичний притулок тим, хто реально зазнає політичного 
переслідування за захист української позиції. Я спрощу це», - 
пообіцяв президент Порошенко. 

За його словами, нині закон встановллює в таких випадках 
«серйозні обмеження» і потребу довести, «що саме цей громадянин 
становить особливий 1 важливий публічний інтерес для України». 

Процес надання громадянства України росіянам, яким на 
батьківщині загрожує переслідування за проукраїнську позицію, 
нині дуже ускладнений. Майже рік знадобився для отримання гро- 
мадянства України 27-річному Іллі Богданову, який бере участь в 
антитерористичній операції на сході країни. 

Близько чотирьохсот громадян Росії просять притулку в Україні, 
зазначають у Державному комітеті з питань міграції. Але самі 
росіяни, які переїхали в Україну, вважають, що кількість їхніх 
співгромадян у країні налічує кілька тисяч осіб. Перша хви- 
ля переселення російських інтелектуалів в Україну розпочалася 
після Помаранчевої революції, наступна хлинула в Україну після 
Революції гідності та початку російської агресії в Криму й на 
Донбасі. 

Євген Солонина 

Ізраїль може почати озброювати Україну, яка 
стримує російську агресії на Донбасі, повідомляють 
ізраїльські медіа. Ця інформація вже викликала не- 
рвову реакцію Москви, попри те, що офіційних 
підтверджень Тель-Авів ще не надав. Волонтери та 
частина експертів стверджують, що нині подібних 
дій на користь України від Ізраїлю чекати не вар- 
то. Однак інша частина аналітиків не виключає і 
оптимістичнішого для Києва розвитку подій. 

Ізраїль може почати постачати зброю для 
української | армії, | повідомив ізраїльський 
військовий оглядач сайту NRG Амір Раппо- 
порт, посилаючись на свої джерела в оборонних 
відомствах цієї країни. Такий крок на сьогодні ніде 
офіційно не обговорювали, ідеться лише про вис- 
ловлену можливість, пояснює Раппопорт. 

Подібні повідомлення з'явилися після того, як 
офіційний Кремль заявив, що розморожує угоду 
з постачання ракетного комплексу С-300 Іранові. 
Тель-Авів вбачає небезпеку з боку цієї країни, i 
виступає категорично проти озброєння Ipary. 

Офіційних підтверджень теза про наміри Ізраїлю 
допомагати озброювати Україну наразі не отрима- 
ла. Однак російська влада уже встигла її розкрити- 
кувати. Так, в інтерв'ю російському телебаченню 
президент Росії Владімір Путін назвав ідею поста- 
чати Україні ізраїльську зброю «контрпродуктив- 
ною». 

«Це вибір ізраїльського керівництва, вони мають 
право робити те, що вважають за доцільне. Думаю, 
що це контрпродуктивно, якщо йдеться про ле- 
тальну зброю. Це тільки призведе до додаткового 
протистояння. До збільшення людських жертв, а 
результат буде той самий», - заявив він. 

У цьому ж інтерв'ю Путін зазначив, що 
вирішить, залежно від ситуації, визнаватиме чи 
не визнаватиме Кремль державами проросійські 
угруповання «ДНР» та «ЛНР», які Путін називає 
«самопроголошеними республіками», а в Україні 
їх визнано терористичними організаціями. 

Причиною зняття Росією заборони на постачан- 
ня Ірану С-300 могла стати не так геополітична 
гра, як важка економічна ситуація в державі та ба- 
жання російського керівництва її поліпшити, Про 
це під час щоденного брифінгу заявила офіційний 
представник Держдепартаменту США Марі Харф. 
При цьому вона висловила думку, що угода на по- 
стачання С-300 «не зможе суттєво вплинути на 
стан російської економіки». 

Радіо Свобода звернулося до посольства Ізраїлю, 
щоб отримати підтвердження або спростуван- 
ня щодо намірів цієї країни допомогти Україні з 
озброєннями. Однак у посольстві не змогли дати 
відповіді до виходу цієї публікації. 

Ізраїльські політики дійсно можуть заявляти в 
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Радіо Свобода український міжнародний експерт 
Богдан Яременко. 
«Позиція Ізраїлю розвивається у жорсткому 


зв'язку з позицією Росії. Минулого року Ізраїль 


Акція на підтримку України. Тель-Авів, Ізраїль, січень 2015 року 


Ізраїль постачатиме 
зорою Україні - медіа 


припинив військову співпрацю з Україною через 
заявлений намір Росії озброювати рух «Xamac». 
Цього року ситуація змінилася через намір Росії по- 
стачати до Грану комплекси C-300. Гран вважають 
одним із противників ізраїльської держави. Справа 
не в тому, що Ізраїль має намір допомогти Україні 
чи продавати їй зброю. Він вибудовує свої дії, вра- 
ховуючи безпекову ситуацію в своєму регіоні», - 
пояснює експерт. І додає: якщо ситуація зміниться 
й Ізраїль постачатиме якесь обладнання Україні, 
то «громадяни довго не знатимуть подробиць, бо 
військова співпраця — справа професіоналів». 

Подібні думки висловлюють і волонтери, які на- 
магаються пролобіювати постачання до України 
ізраїльських безпілотників та іншого оборонного 
обладнання. Один із них, резервіст Армії оборо- 
ни Ізраїлю та засновник однієї з українських во- 
лонтерських груп Натан Хазін взагалі говорить 
про проросійську позицію окремих ізраїльських 
посадовців, яка i спричинила, на його думку, 
нинішній нейтралітет країни щодо українсько- 
російського конфлікту. 

«Ці обіцянки є формою політичного тиску, на- 
маганням Ізраїлю вплинути на російські рішення 
про постачання комплексів C-300 Ірану. Насправді 
ж один із очільників Міністерства закордонних 
справ Ізраїлю, імовірно, має спільний енергетич- 
ний бізнес із Путіним. Ізраїль не намагається бути 
на боці України у цій війні. Військове обладнання 
держава Ізраїль не постачає, все воно надходить до 
України через волонтерів. Всі спроби налагодити 
це на державному рівні блокують», — зізнається во- 
лонтер. 

Водночас, частина експертів налаштована більш 
оптимістично. Україна може отримати нелетальне 
військове обладнання від Ізраїлю, який має чима- 
ло високоякісних розробок у цій царині, вважає 
директор Центру близькосхідних досліджень Ігор 
Семиволос, За певних обставин він не виключає і 
появу в Україні ізраїльської летальної зброї. 

«Не знаю, чи постачатиме Ізраїль леталь- 
ну зброю, але дуже ймовірно, що це будуть 
безпілотники та дещо інше ізраїльської розроб- 
ки. Однак летальне озброєння теж не варто ви- 
ключати», - зауважив експерт. Він наголошує, що 
Україна дуже зацікавлена навіть у нелетальній 
зброї, оскільки ізраїльські розробки у цій царині є 
ефективними та високотехнологічними. 

Наразі США, Канада, Великобританія та низ- 
ка країн Євросоюзу надають Україні нелетальну 
військово-технічну допомогу, від транспорту i 
бронетехніки (без бойових модулів) до засобів за- 
хисту. Так, зі США Україна отримала, серед іншого, 
позашляховики та системи радіоелектронної бо- 
ротьби, від Великобританії - бронеавтомобілі. 
Водночас Литва заявила, що передала Україні 
певні елементи озброєнь, які можуть бути леталь- 
ними. Цей факт підтвердила й українська влада. 
Деталі цієї угоди наразі під грифом «таємно». 
Натомість очільники США та найбільших країн 
ЄС відтерміновують надання Україні бойової 
зброї, але не виключають, що підуть на це в разі 
ескалації конфлікту. 
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War heats up | U.S. says Russia ramping up 
near Mariupol military presence in Ukraine 


By Allison Quinn, Kyiv Post+ 

As the cease-fire in eastern Ukraine remains such in name only, inter- 
national monitors have shifted their focus to the Donetsk Oblast village 
of Shyrokyne, where fighting between Russian-backed insurgents and 
Ukrainian forces has intensified in recent weeks. 

Shyrokyne, a key step for Russian forces to capture the Azoy Sea port 
city of Mariupol only 10 kilometers to the west, has been all but obliter- 
ated in heavy fighting during the last two months. 

A visit to the area on April 16 revealed an eerie ghost town littered with 
debris and shrapnel, home after home destroyed by shelling. Remaining 
residents of the village complained of shelling on an almost daily basis. But 
on the visit, only the sound of animals crying for food could be heard. Many 
of the pets were abandoned by owners who fled for their lives. 

Out of 1,000 residents, only about 34 remain — many of them elderly 
and unable to leave. They all live in homes that have lost ceilings or walls 
to shelling. Many of them stay in their basements for fear of further at- 
tacks. і 

“Where would I go?” said ап elderly woman named Darya, who was 
too afraid to give her surname. “I can’t leave my home. My mother and 
father are buried in the cemetery here. I won’t leave them.” 

Ivan Kudryavsky, another elderly resident who decided to stay put, 
said the situation was only peaceful while international monitors were 
present, a fact confirmed by the deputy chief of the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe’s special monitoring mission in 
Ukraine. 

At least six Ukrainian soldiers were killed in the last week and roughly 
100 since the Feb. 15 cease-fire. 

Alexander Hug, the OSCE mission’s deputy chief, told the Kyiv Post 
that monitors had begun to conduct daily foot patrols in the area in the 
hope that their presence would deter further fighting. 

Hug noted that on the previous day, fighting resumed less than an hour 
after monitors drove away. 

“We believe it was the Ukrainian side that started it,” he said, while 
noting that both sides are guilty of violating the Feb. 15 cease-fire agreed 
to by Russia, Ukraine, Germany and France. 

On the other side of town, members of the pro-Ukrainian Donbas Bat- 
talion painted a grim picture, saying they were shot at on a daily basis 
by Russian forces and their proxies. They said they were helpless to do 
anything to defend themselves. 

“We're adhering to the cease-fire, but the separatists shoot at us regu- 
larly. Every single day. We shoot back only when we’re given permis- 
sion to,” said а Donbas commander who goes by the nickname Tikhy, or 
“Quiet.” 

“Kyiv’s political desire is to resolve the problem peacefully, but we’re 
dealing with illegal armed groups. That’s impossible,” he said, refusing 
to give his name. 

Sergei Trety, another Donbas Battalion commander who'd been in 
Shyrokyne for the past two months, said the other side “fired on us for 20 
straight hours and we were calling in to ask for permission to fire back 
and couldn’t get it. Then, they finally gave us the go-ahead when the 
separatists had already stopped firing.” 

Russian-backed insurgents who control part of the town placed the 
blame squarely on the Ukrainian side, showing off what they said were 
cluster bombs to international observers on April 16. 

But fears of a return to full-scaled fighting in the year-long war that has 
claimed more than 6,000 lives were deepened by words of their Donetsk- 
based commander, Alexander Zakharchenko. 

In the Bloomberg interview published April 16, a Kremlin-backed 
separatist leader revealed his intentions were to capture Mariupol in vio- 
lation of ceasefire agreements, and unite with Russia. He put chances 
of a return to war at “90 percent.” And in claiming that “nobody wants 
to come back to Ukraine under any pretext,” he wrote off the Minsk 
II agreements that he and the leader of Luhansk-based separatists had 
signed just two months earlier, according to the Bloomberg interview. 
Those agreements envisioned Ukraine’s gradually re-integrating politic- 
ally and economically with Ukraine. 

Boasting that he now had some 23,000 regular troops and 30,000 in 
reserves, Zakharchenko pledged to launch an offensive on Mariupol. 

“We will liberate all our compatriots. It’s easy to outflank it and they 
will surrender. Don’t forget, our mothers and our sisters live there, so 
don’t make us out to be bloodthirsty beasts,” he said. 

“We thought, still think and will think of ourselves as a part of the 
Soviet Union, of Russia,” he added. 

Those words came as the OSCE managed to broker talks between 
Ukrainian and Russian generals on April 15 to come up with a disengage- 
ment plan. Not surprisingly, none of Shyrokyne’s remaining residents 
seemed to be holding their breath. 

“This will continue for at least 10 years!” a resident named Viktor 
shouted. Like others in the besieged town, he refused to give his full 
name in fear of what he described as Russian forces in contro! of much 
of the town. 

The fighters themselves appeared just as disillusioned with the peace 
process as the shell-shocked residents of Shyrokyne. 

“This isn’t going to end anytime soon,” said Trety. “It will turn into a 
frozen conflict, just like in Transnistria,” the breakaway republic of Mol- 
dova, “because that’s more beneficial to Russia.” 

Kudryavsky said he had just about given up on expecting outside help. 

«І don’t even need water, you know? It’s raining today. Ill just collect 
it in a bucket,” he said. 


(RFE/RL)—The United States says Russia has de- 
ployed more air defense systems into eastern Ukraine 
and is involved in training exercises of separatist 
forces in the area in breach of a cease-fire agreement. 

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Marie Harf 
made the accusations on April 22, after Russia’s for- 
eign minister criticized the United States for exploiting 
the Ukrainian crisis. 

“The Russian military has deployed additional air de- 
fense systems into eastern Ukraine and moved several 
of these nearer the front lines,” Harf said in a statement. 
This is the highest amount of Russian air defense equip- 
ment in eastern Ukraine since August [2014].” 

Harf also said that the increasingly complex nature 
of the training exercises of rebels forces “leaves no 
doubt that Russia is involved” in the training. 

The statement said that Russia is also shipping 
heavy weapons into Ukraine’s east and is building up 
its forces along the border. 

“After maintaining a relatively steady presence 
along the border, Russia is sending additional units 
there,” it said, adding that the increase gave Russia its 
largest presence on the border since October 2014. 

Harf said Russian and separatist forces maintain a 
“sizable number of artillery pieces and multiple rocket 
launchers” within areas prohibited under the Euro- 
pean-brokered cease-fire agreement signed in Minsk 
in February. 

The fragile truce, which took effect on February 15, 
has reduced the fighting between government forces 
and pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine that has 
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killed more than 6,000 people in the past year. 

But the OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission to 
Ukraine said the previous week it had seen a “mas- 
sive” increase in the number of cease-fire violations in 
recent days. 

Kyiv, NATO, the United States, and several western 
countries have long accused Russia of sending troops 
and weapons to support the separatists, a charge Mos- 
cow denies. 

The United States and Europe have imposed sanc- 
tions against Moscow over its role in the Ukraine 
crisis, warning that the measures will only be lifted 
once the Minsk deal is fulfilled. 

Earlier on April 22, Russian Foreign Minister Ser- 
gei Lavrov said Ukraine’s unity and neutrality were in 
Russia’s best interest. 

In an interview with Moscow-based radio stations 
Ekho Moskvy, Govorit Moskva, and Sputnik, Lavrov 
said “It is in our interest пої to divide Ukraine. It is in 
our interests to keep it neutral, primarily in a military- 
political sense.” 

Lavrov also accused the United States of using the 
Ukrainian crisis to reach what he claimed was a “‘stra- 
tegic goal” of Washington to “hinder the development 
of Russia’s cooperation with the EU, especially with 
Germany.” 

The Russian foreign minister expressed doubts 
about the effectiveness of a U.S. program to assist 
Ukrainian military forces with instructors, claiming 
that such attempts were unsuccessful in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. 


2015 Escorted Tours to Ukraine 


You’ve never really travelled until you've been home! 
Cobblestone Freeway offers handcrafted ALL INCLUSIVE tours - inspired by tradition! 


Kyiv - Odesa - Chernivtsi - Lviv 
The Carpathian Mountains - Villages and more... 


Vesna 
Spring Tour 
May 17 - 31 
$2900 


Easter 
in Ukraine 
April 7 - 21 
$2400 
All prices are in USD 


Fall 


Fantasy 
September 2 - 19 
$3400 


Ukraine 
Illuminated 


August 11 - 25 
$2400 


Fly from anywhere in Canada - Flight price charged separately 
See our website or give us a call for details! 


Office: (780) 436.7482 Toll Free: 1-855-787-7482 
info@cobblestonefreeway.ca / www.cobblestonefreeway.ca 


Other tours include: Music Tour with Brian Cherwick, Ukrainian Dance Tour, Budmo Train, 
Photography Journey to Ukraine, Springtime in Croatia, Balkan Journeys and more... 


* Private Custom or Family Tours available upon request 


Working for you on the following concerns: 


© Financial Issues: Seniors: 
Promote the need for strong public services 
supported by fair, equitable, and fiscally 


responsible funding and revenue policies 
е Health Care: 

Support and provide first rate public health 

care for all Albertans 


» Education: 
Focus on developing the full potential of 
all children and youth through all stages of 
education, including post secondary 


» Urban Realities: 


Call Janice at 780.916.8809 
W: janicesarich.info 
Е: info@janicesarich.ca 


May 5th VOTE 
Janice 


Sarich 


EDMONTON-DECORE 


PC Candidate 


Ensure that all seniors live in situations of 
dignity with needed supports; to do so we 
need viable and responsive home care and 
more long-term care facilities 


Ensure predictable, sufficient and stable 
funding arrangements to enable City 
Council and School Boards to deal with 
(оса! priorities that reflect the changing 
needs of our diverse urban neighbourhoods 


EDMONTON CITY BOUNDARY 


GLENGARRY 


DIATE 


KILLARNEY. 


127 AVE. СМААЛУАУ 
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Alberta 


Authorized by Janice Sarich Campaign 780.916.8809 


As Albertans head to the polls on 
May 5, the province stands at a cru- 
cial crossroads. For the first time 
since 1971, we may have a change 
in government and for the first time 
in Alberta history, that government 
may be a minority one. At the time 
of this writing, public opinion polls 
indicated a tight three-way race 
with Wildrose in the lead, the NDP 
second and the ruling Progres- 
sive Conservatives in third place. 
What’s more it appears that sup- 
port is very divided along regional 
lines with the NDP poised to sweep 
Edmonton, the Tories holding on 
in Calgary and Wildrose ahead in 
the rest of the province. It is very 
likely that Alberta will be headed 
into politically uncharted waters. 

That does not mean things can’t 
change between now and May 5. 
At the time we wrote our last Al- 
berta election editorial in 2012, 
Wildrose was also in the lead, but 
that all changed in the last week of 
the campaign. Again, just like in 
2012, the same evening this issue 
of Ukrainian News was being sent 
to press, party leaders squared off 
in the election debate. Should any 
leader falter, that too could change 
the outcome. Third, the polls have 
been so volatile in the past two 
years, nothing can be taken for 
granted. 

Nevertheless our community 
should be prepared for any contin- 
gency and hedge our bets. We need 
representation in all three parties. 
Here the individual MLAs we be- 
lieve would provide the best rep- 
resentation for our community. 


Progressive Conservatives 

Gene Zwozdesky (Edmonton 
Mill Creek): For almost 23 years 
now, Gene has been the most pro- 
active supporter of all Ukrainian 
causes in the Alberta Legislature 
and has amassed an impressive rec- 
ord of achievement. He established 
the Advisory Council on Alberta- 
Ukraine Relations (ACAUR); de- 
veloped and persuaded the Legis- 
lature to pass the Ukrainian Fam- 
ine and Genocide (Holodomor) 
Act; arranged for the first visit to 


Ukraine by an Alberta Premier in 
2002 and a second one in 2006; 
coordinated the signing Memoran- 
dums of Understanding between 
Alberta and Oblasts in Ukraine; 
established three education schol- 
arships for Ukrainian students; 
championed $125,000 from the 
Government of Alberta to offset 
expenses for Alberta election-mon- 
itor volunteers in Ukraine; twinned 
Edmonton Ukrainian Bilingual 
Schools with schools in Lviv, and 
increased funding for Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 

As Speaker of the Legislature, 
Zwozdesky has brought even more 
prestige to our community. If any 
PC MLA can survive the NDP 
sweep that is looming in Edmonton 
it is Gene due to his extensive con- 
stituency work so his re-election 
should be a major priority. Get out 
there and hustle for Gene. 

Janice Sarich (PC Edmonton- 
Decore): Next to Gene Zwoz- 
desky, Sarich is the most pro-active 
Ukrainian community supporter in 
the legislature. A fourth generation 
Ukrainian Canadian, she is a mem- 
ber of St. Basil’s Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Parish, appears at countless 
functions within our community, 
supports all our major institutions 
and has been a strong advocate for 
our legislature in the legislature. 
Prior to her election as MLA in 
2008, Janice very ably represented 
the community as trustee on the 
Edmonton Catholic School Board 
for six years. During this time she 
actively advocated to the Board 
and the provincial government the 
issues brought to her attention by 
the Edmonton Catholic Schools- 
Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advis- 
ory Society. This election she is 
fighting an uphill battle and needs 
every one of her supporters to 
come out. 

David Dorward (Edmonton- 
Gold Bar). David’s wife Janice 
(nee Homeniuk) is of Ukrainian 
origin and is currently taking adult 
Ukrainian language classes at St. 
Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Par- 
ish. Dorward is a long-time resi- 
dent of Gold-Bar and a longtime 
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Community needseffective, balanced representation 
Editorial 


supporter of the Ukrainian com- 
munity. He managed to slip up the 
middle in last election when a lot 
of the traditional Liberal vote went 
over to the NDP. This time it looks 
like even more former Liberals will 
vote NDP, so Dorward really needs 
every supporter to come out and 
vote. 

Thomas Lukaszuk (Edmonton 
Castle Downs): Since he was first 
elected in 2001, Polish immigrant 
Thomas Lukaszuk (who may be of 
some Ukrainian origin) has really 
worked hard on expanding both his 
awareness of our issues and con- 
tacts with our community. He has 
grown considerably as an MLA 
throughout the years and is now a 
major asset in the legislature and as 
a representative for our commun- 
ity. He regularly attends many of 
our community functions and de- 
served our support in this election. 
Like all Edmonton PCs, he faces 
an uphill struggle and needs all his 
supporters to come out. 


Wildrose 

Don Koziak (Edmonton 
Glenora): First, let us begin by 
stating we have nothing but the 
highest respect for incumbent Hea- 
ther Klimchuk. She has a proven 
record as an MLA and has been a 
strong community advocate. Klim- 
chuk has also been an active mem- 
ber of Alberta’s Ukrainian com- 
munity. She served as communica- 
tions director for Kupalo and St. 
Basil’s School of Ukrainian Dance, 
and a reading mentor at Glenora 
School. It is unfortunate we cannot 
have both Koziak and Klimchuk in 
the same legislature, but that is the 
way it is, and were circumstances 
any different, we would be endors- 
ing her. 

However, keeping in mind that 
Wildrose may form the next gov- 
ernment any Wildrose MLA elect- 


ed in Edmonton has a very good 
shot at a cabinet post. 

Don is the son of Julian Koziak 
who served in a number of senior 
cabinet positions in the provincial 
government between 1971 and 
1986 and ran second to former Pre- 
mier Don Getty in the Progressive 
Conservative leadership in 1985. 
He was baptized in and remains 
an active parishioner of St. Basil’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 

Growing up, he participated in 
Ukrainian activities through St. 
Basil’s Parish, first as a preschooler 
in Sadochok, then through Ukrain- 
ian language classes on Saturday 
mornings, annual Summer Camp 
at St. Basil’s Villa, continued his 
studies with Ukrainian classes in 
High School, and Ukrainian im- 
mersion at Mohyla Institute in 
Saskatoon while a teenager. Don 
participated in various Ukrain- 
ian dancing schools up until his 
20’s, finishing with the Ukrainian 
Cheremosh Society’s Junior Group 
— Cheremshyna. Don is the As- 
sistant Manager of The Chateau 
Louis Hotel & Conference Centre 
which has always been supportive 
of the Ukrainian community — 
hosting events, giving charitable 
donations and providing employ- 
ment and support to numerous first 
generation Ukrainians, bringing 
an awareness and education of the 
many Ukrainian sites and points of 
interest in our surrounding area, 
including churches & museums, 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village, Mundare and Vegreville 
and supporting many Ukrain- 
ian schools, dance Groups, choirs 
clubs, and publications. 

Like any non-NDP candidate in 
a central Edmonton riding he is 
fighting an uphill battle and needs 
all the support he can get. 

Linda Osinchuk (Sherwood 
Park): Osinchuk is an active mem- 
ber of our community who has 
been involved with the Ukrainian 
Bilingual Program over a period 
of 16 years as her four children 
attended Father Kenneth Kearns, 


Jean Vanier and Archbishop Jor- 
dan. She was involved both as a 
parent and eventually President of 
the Bilingual Ukrainian Catholic 
Parents Society 

The Osinchuk family attended 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish in Edmonton for 10 years, 
and currently attend St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Sher- 
wood Park. They were part of a 
grass roots steering committee to 
investigate a feasibility of a church 
to service the people in Sherwood 
Park and surrounding areas. 

Osinchuk, a former mayor of 
Strathcona County is running 
against her former mayoral nem- 
esis Cathy Olesen and stands a very 
good chance of winning. Thus she 
will be a key representative for our 
community and quite likely a cab- 
inet minister should Wildrose form 
the next government. So, get out 
and support Linda. 


NDP 

Deron’ Bilous (Edmonton 
Beverly Clareview). Bilous is of 
Ukrainian origin and has taken an 
active interest in our community. 
He has spoken out at Holodomor 
commemorations and participated 
in the fundraising rally for Maidan 
victims last year. 

Deron has a reputation for hard- 
work and enthusiasm. He is pas- 
sionate about building stronger 
communities in Beverly-Clareview 
and across the province by work- 
ing alongside community members 
to create positive political change. 

Our organized community has 
not had strong links with the NDP 
in the past and needs to develop 
them. Bilous as the one NDP MLA 
with the closest ties with our com- 
munity is a key figure. We need to 
nurture our contacts and bring him 
even closer. into our community. 
This become especially urgent as 
the NDP is quite likely to have its 
best showing in Alberta history and 
is going to play a very large role 
in what may very well be a hung 
legislature. 


In support of the TSO 


By Paul Grod 

The Toronto Symphony Orches- 
tra was justified — if not morally 
obliged — in cancelling Valentina 
Lisitsa’s performances in Toronto. 

Weaved throughout  Lisitsa’s 
Twitter feed are numerous ex- 
amples of her deeply offensive 
comments aimed primarily against 
Ukrainians but also targeting Jews, 
Poles, visible minorities, and per- 
sons with disabilities. Lisitsa refers 
in her social media posts to Ukrain- 
ians as “ukropy” (an extremely 
derogatory ethnic slur against 
Ukrainians), dog feces and Nazis, 
and she makes false and spurious 
allegations that Ukrainians are set- 
ting up filtration camps and pre- 
paring gas chambers for Russians. 
These statements fuel Russia’s 
propaganda machine and serve to 
provoke ethnic hostilities. 

Over the past year Lisitsa has 
written many insulting barbs, in- 
cluding a reference to African and 
Ukrainian traditional clothing as 
“tribal dress”; made insensitive 
remarks to Garry Kasparov “that 
his adorable western democracies 
enthusiastically deported his [Jew- 


ish] people to gas chambers”; and 
mocked people with Down Syn- 
drome. Reprehensible comments 
intended to cause interethnic hos- 
tilities are predicated on a founda- 
tion of animosity and intolerance. 
Individuals who proudly expound 
bigoted remarks should not be 
welcome to perform in Canada’s 
venerable cultural institutions that 
unite people of all nationalities, re- 
ligions and ethnicities. 

Just as the National Basketball 
Association was justified in banning 
LA Clippers owner Donald Sterling 


for life over racist comments, so too 
is the TSO justified in cancelling 
Lisitsa’s performances. In fact, all 
other performing arts centres should 
follow its leadership. There should 
be zero tolerance by arts, sports or 
other organizations and institutions 
that serve the public to support per- 
formers who make prejudicial re- 
marks or propagate deeply offensive 
speech targeting people because of 
their ethnicity. 

The magnificent power and 
beauty inherent in music is that 
it unites people — people of all 
walks of life, all nationalities, all 
religions, all abilities and all eth- 
nicities. It is in this spirit that the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra has 
delivered a message of human ac- 
cord and harmony to countless 
audiences. Lisitsa’s repugnant 
comments are divisive and intoler- 
ant, and are an affront to our na- 
tional ethos of respect for all races, 
religions and cultures. 

The Toronto Symphony Orches- 
tra is to be commended for their 
principled stand. 

Paul Grod is President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
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Elly Ney and Valentina Lisitsa 


Twisted muses: Hitler’s 


and Putin’s pianists 


By Marcus Kolga, UpNorth, April 11, 2015 

Fifty years ago, a white haired woman stood on a 
stage in Bad Godesberg, a small town south of Ger- 
many’s Cold War capital, Bonn. She stood for twenty 
minutes as the crowd stomped and applauded her per- 
formance оба series of Beethoven pieces on the piano. 

The pianist, Elly Ney, was one of Germany’s most 
talented during the Third Reich. But her political 
loyalties and actions caused her to be banned from 
ever playing again in the birth city of her beloved 
Beethoven, Bonn. Of her exile she said: “I will never 
go back to Bonn. I prefer to play in a prison since the 
people there are not so demanding.” As talented as 
she was, the Bonn city council could not tolerate Elly 
Ney’s Nazi past — and would not allow her to publicly 
play any piano within city boundaries. 

In the 1930’s Elly Ney was noted among German 
musicians for her enthusiastic anti-Semitism. She con- 
sidered, for example, the work of Richard Strauss’s 
librettist, Stefan Zweig to be “ugly, Jewish-demonic.” 
Jazz to Elly Ney, was also dangerous due to its racially 
“impure” qualities. 

In 1933, Ney refused to perform in Hamburg after 
she was asked to replace a Jewish pianist, Rudolf Ser- 
kin. For her, replacing a Jew was unbearable. 

A devout member of the Nazi party, the pianist sup- 
ported Hitler’s efforts to remove Jews from import- 
ant posts including the cultural sector and was pleased 
when Jewish musicians were no longer allowed to 
perform in Hitler’s Germany. 

After the war, Elly Ney was banned from playing 
in Bonn and an appeal to that ban was rejected in 
1952: she was condemned by the Bonn city council 
as a “pronounced National Socialist.” The formerly 
Nazi town of Tutzing, in southern Bavaria, briefly 
embraced her as an honorary citizen in 1952. But her 
Nazism was too embarrassing and they stripped her of 
that status after her death 1968. 

Despite the anti-Semitic zeal during the Third 
Reich, the people of Bad Godesberg still showered 
Elly Ney with rapturous affection in April 1965. It was 
no matter for them that she was a prominent member 
of the Nazi who actively supported the elimination of 
an entire race: her piano would still play on for them 
in Bad Godesberg. 

Decades later and thousands of kilometres away, a 
Russian pianist who supports Vladimir Putin’s neo- 
fascist regime has come under similar scrutiny in 
Canada. In Toronto, the piano of an enthusiastic sup- 


porter of the Kremlin repression will not play on. The 
musician, Valentina Lisitsa, was told that she would 
not play her concert at the TSO this week due to the 
extremist views she expressed on social media about 
Ukraine and Ukrainians. 

While the two cases are not the same (Ney played 
Beethoven while Lisitsa plays Rachmaninoff) the 
question of an artist’s “freedom of speech” is common 
to both. Ney expressed her anti-Semitism and hate for 
other races publicly during the Third Reich and Lisitsa 
expresses her hate for Ukrainians via modern public 
mediums. Where Ney was an active volunteer in the 
Nazi party, Lisitsa actively supports pro-Putin extrem- 
ists with the translation of anti-Ukrainian propaganda. 

Where Elly Ney used political channels and the print 
media to express her views, Valentina Lisitsa uses 
Twitter and Kremlin sponsored political channels in 
Eastern Ukraine to express hers and her compatriots. 

Valentina Lisitsa’s comments may not be specifically 
anti-Semitic (she does label Jewish supporters of 
the Maidan protests as “Bandera’s Kikes”) but her 
suggestion that Russia should apply “some folk 
medicine that worked very well last time around” 
is threatening to the millions of Ukrainians whose 
families suffered during Stalin’s genocide and the 
misery of the World War Two. Her Twitter posting of 
a photo of African tribesman beside ethnic Ukrainians 
in folk costume, may even haye amused Ney given the 
Nazi view of both. 

Yet the question of freedom of expression remains. 
Would those same people who support Valentina 
Lisitsa’s right to free expression also have supported 
Elly Ney’s right to the same? 

Is it acceptable for us to tolerate an artist who 
superimposes the faces of her adversaries on pig 
testicles and encourages her supporters to attack the 
symphony members who cancelled her performance — 
as reported by the Globe and Mail? Is there a threshold 
to our tolerance when we allow such vicious forms of 
expression to be sheltered behind the justification of 
artistic merit? 

Thankfully, unlike the people of Bad Godesberg 
who overlooked the extremist past of Hitler’s pianist, 
Elly Ney fifty years ago, the TSO and Toronto have 
clearly expressed themselves by not tolerating the 
extremism of Putin’s pianist, Valentina Lisitsa. 


Nicholson meets with Ukrainian counterpart 


(UkrNews)—Canadian Foreign Minister Rob 
Nicholson met with Pavlo Klimkin, Ukraine’s Foreign 
Minister, at the Global Conference on Cyberspace in 
The Hague, April 16. 

The two ministers discussed the current political 
and security situation in Ukraine, and Nicholson re- 
affirmed Canada’s support for Ukraine. During the 
meeting, Nicholson also highlighted Canada’s recent 
pledge to assist Ukraine with military training and 
Canada’s ongoing commitment to maintaining pres- 
sure on Russia and the Russian-backed insurgents to 


abide by their commitments under the Minsk agree- 
ments. 

“Canada is proud to be at the forefront of the inter- 
national community’s support to Ukraine, both in re- 
sisting Russian aggression and in working to ensure 
Ukraine’s long-term stability, security and prosper- 
ity,” said Nicholson. 

At the Global Conference on Cyberspace, Nichol- 
son also discussed the importance of preserving the 
economic and social opportunities of the Internet 
through international cooperation on security. 


Russia’s nuclear bluff 


By Dr. Andriy Zhalko-Tytarenko, and Walter Derzko 

Following the imposition of western international sanctions, NATO 
troops on Russia’s borders, and threats of even harsher sanctions, Russia 
is threatening the West with nuclear blackmail. The argument that Rus- 
sian politicians use is that the West must go easy on Russia, or else Russia 
will launch a nuclear strike — a point highlighted by three debaters at the 
recent MUNK Debates. Can one believe that Russia will launch nuclear 
Armageddon and destroy itself and the West? We think not. Sane govern- 
ments will not go down this path, only insane ones will. If the Russian 
government is indeed insane, then the world must do everything possible 
to cripple Russia before it destroys civilization. This is the only option. 
Catering to blackmail only leads to a higher price in the end. 

Could Russian nuclear threats actually be a bluff? Just like the former 
USSR, who was bluffing economically before it imploded. 

The foundation of the Russia’s nuclear deterrent are its Intercontin- 
ental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs). Each can carry several nuclear war- 
heads, which are aimed at separate targets. Russia has in total, approxi- 
mately 1500 warheads on its ICBMs. But there is a twist. More than 
500 are deployed on Ukrainian-made SS-18 “Satan” missiles, another 
400-600 (numbers change) are on Russian-made (with Ukrainian guid- 
ance and control system) 55-19 “Stiletto”missiles, and the rest are on 
Russian-made 55-25, 55-27, and 55-29 missiles (“Topol”, “Topol-M” 
and " Уаг5"). 

Both 55-18 and 55-19 missiles are aging rockets of Soviet vintage. 

Production of SS-19 was terminated in 1980. The service life time 
was extended twice, to 35 years. These missiles are due for retirement in 
2015. 

Production of SS-18 ended in 1989. Since then, it was serviced by 
Ukrainian engineers and technicians, who extended its service time 
to 2025, but this corresponds to the last batches of SS-18; the bulk of 
nuclear warhead are deployed on missiles which will go out of service 
in 2020-2021, provided that proper service /maintenance will continue. 
Meanwhile, as of July of 2014 last year, Ukraine stopped servicing 
these missiles, after Russia illegally annexed Crimea and attacked East- 
ern Ukraine. How long SS-18 will remain reliably operational now is a 
“known unknown” (D. Rumsfeld), despite the fact that Russia assigned 
its sea-launched missile company Makeyev Centre to service them. An- 
other huge unknown. Can 35+ year old missiles be serviced competently 
by professional Russian staff but who have no intimate knowledge of the 
rocket system, and lack a supply of Ukrainian-made parts? 

Furthermore, the new generation of Russian missiles (SS-27 Yars) are 
made by Votkinsk Machinery Works, which uses rocket stages provided 
by Perm Motors. We all witnessed a string of failures of Russian new sea- 
launched ballistic missiles (SLBM) SS-N-30 (“Bulava”), and the Russian 
space launch vehicle “Proton”. Booster stages for “Bulava,” and “Yars” 
rockets are made by the same Perm factory. The cause of the failures was 
not design, but cutting corners and poor quality control at the production 
stage. A tiny fuel injector, the size of an eraser, was placed upside down. 
This human error took down a Proton rocket with a satellite a couple 
years ago. The total loss was over $300 million. Nobody knows how 
deep the problem goes, but it is enough that it exists to seriously doubt 
the reliability of “Topol-M”, “Yars”, and “Bulava” missiles. According to 
Yurij Solomonoy, the chief designer, “the industry is unable to manufac- 
ture 50 of the necessary components for the missile (previously produced 
in Ukraine), forcing designers to improvise and look for alternative solu- 
tions, which seriously complicates the testing process.” 

Meanwhile, Soviet-made SS-25 missiles are due for replacement by 
“Topol-M” or “Yars” because of aging solid fuel. This means that there 
are reasons to have little or no confidence in reliability of all Russian 
ICBM’s (SS-27, SS-25, SS-18, SS-19), and also the SS-N-30 which will 
be employed in Project 955 (SSBN «Вогеї») submarines. The older sub- 
marines (Delta-III and Delta-IV) use Soviet-designed (upgraded later) 
SS-N-23 “Skiff” missiles, which are tested and proven. At the same time, 
all three Delta-III class submarines of the Russian Pacific Fleet were built 
in the 70s, and their retirement is long past due. Their ability to perform 
in the case of the global conflict is yet another big “unknown”. 

Currently Russia can reliably count only on SLBM missiles which are 
employed on Delta-IV submarines of the Northern Fleet. 

Finally, the Russian strategic bomber formation is composed of 13 
Ти-160 “Blackjacks”, and 63 Tu-95 “Bear” aircraft, which operate Х-55 
missiles, due for replacement by X-101/102 missiles. Almost all of the 
“Blackjacks” have almost used up the resource of their engines, while the 
industrial production of its Kuznetsoy NK-32 engines has ended. Cur- 
rently, Russia is only capable of refitting about one Tu-160 bomber per 
year. So, only the older Tu-95 “Bear” strategic bombers are reliably oper- 
ational. 

This brings us to the starting point: Is Putin bluffing or not? How ef- 
fective can Russia’s nuclear strike be is certainly a huge “unknown” for 
the Russian leadership. At this time, Russia can only reliably count on 
Tu-95 bombers, and Delta-IV submarines as its nuclear deterrent. These 
formations can cause lots of damage, but are by far not enough to “turn 
the US into nuclear ash”, as Russian TV claims and promises. The rest 
will probably work somehow, but no one knows how well. US, British, 
and French nuclear forces are in far better shape. This means that in the 
event of a horrific worst case scenario of a nuclear showdown between 
Russia and NATO, the West will be damaged, but Russia will cease to 
exist. 

Will Putin take that chance? Even an insane leader could hardly make 
such a choice, especially while facing tremendous demographic pressure 
from China in Russian Siberia and the Far East. This means that Russian 
nuclear threats over the past year are shear propaganda, sabre rattling and 
a bluff, and should be handled accordingly. 


Dr. Andriy Zhalko-Tytarenko is former head of the National Space 
Agency of Ukraine, and participant in the preparation of the 1994 Buda- 
pest Memorandum on nuclear disarmament of Ukraine. Walter Derzko, 
is a former MUNK associate. Both are based in Toronto. 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—In late September 2014, a 
cheering crowd waving Ukrainian flags and 
shouting “Glory to Ukraine!” pulled down a 
massive statue of Soviet founder Vladimir 
Lenin. On his Facebook page, Interior Min- 
ister Arsen Avakov expressed no remorse for 
the fallen idol. 

“Let him fall,” he wrote. “As long as this 
bloody communist idol does not take any 
more victims when it goes.” 

The dramatic destruction of Lenin statues 
across Ukraine during the height of the Euro- 
maidan events was more than just a moving 
visual. It was a return to a crucial psycho- 
cultural process that the country began but 
never finished with the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 — a process that Vladimir 
Putin’s Russia considers just as threatening 
as the prospect of Ukraine joining the Euro- 
pean Union or NATO. 

On April 9, Ukraine’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, passed four sweeping laws 
on de-communization that, among other 
things, ban Soviet symbols and equate the 
Soviet and Nazi regimes. The laws’ initi- 
ators hope they will bring about a final and 
irrevocable break with Ukraine’s Soviet past 
— and by extension; with Putin’s Russia. 

“Any reform comes with costs,” says 
Volodymyr Vyatrovych, director of Ukraine’s 
Institute of National Memory. “But I think 
those costs will be justified because this is 
precisely how a country begins to change. 
We again are looking at the experience of 
the countries of Eastern Europe (the former 
Soviet-bloc countries and the Baltic states), 
which passed through de-communization 
— see how far they have moved as normal, 
democratic states.” 

“On the other hand,” he adds, “we can 
look at countries like Russia or Belarus, 
where there has been no process of de-com- 
munization. On the contrary, there we see the 
rehabilitation of the Soviet past. And these 
states are moving increasingly toward au- 
thoritarianism.” 

Moscow’s reaction to Ukraine’s de-com- 
munization initiative has been as harshly 


negative as was its reaction to past calls 
in Ukraine to join the European Union or 
NATO. A Russian Foreign Ministry state- 
ment on April 10 described the new laws as 
part of “an accelerating struggle against the 
heroic past of the people of Ukraine.” 

“By labeling the period from 1917-1991 
as a period of struggle for the independence 
of Ukraine and declaring the ‘commun- 
ist totalitarian regime” of that period to be 
‘criminal’ and “waging a policy of state ter- 
ог, the present Ukrainian authorities are 
trying to erase from the memory of millions 
of Ukrainians the pages of the real history 
of Ukraine in the 20th century and its steady 
development as part of the Soviet Union,” 
the statement adds. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said on April 14 that the new laws are “fatal” 
for the Minsk process to regulate the war in 
eastern Ukraine between Kyiv and Russia- 
backed separatists. 

In the view of Putin’s Kremlin, the com- 
munist past is a time of economic progress, 
social order, and — most importantly — 
victory over Nazi Germany. For a growing 
number of Ukrainians, it is a time of famine, 
terror, and the repression of Ukrainian na- 
tional ambitions. 

The broad package of laws include pro- 
visions for centralizing and opening all ar- 
chives of Soviet-era security organs, the 
equal condemnation of communist and Nazis 
totalitarianism in Ukraine, a ban on Nazi and 
communist symbols, the honoring of “those 
who struggled for Ukraine’s independence 
in the 20th century,” the elimination of com- 
munist-inspired names for streets, squares, 
and other places, and guidance on the com- 
memoration of World War II. 

“The main motivation of lawmakers in 
passing these laws,” says Ukrainian soci- 
ologist Viktor Nebozhenko, “was to give a 
certain ideological response to Russian ag- 
gression, as it is understood by the present 
political class in Ukraine.” 

Nebozhenko adds that public opinion in 
Ukraine clearly supports greater de-com- 
munization. He says his polling agency 
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Ukraine pushes de-communization, amid Russian protests 


“long ago” stopped conducting surveys on 
Ukrainian attitudes toward Lenin and Stalin 
and “even our Communists themselves no 
longer parrot Soviet ideology.” 

It is a completely different story across the 
border in Russia, says Ley Gudkov, head of 
Russia’s Levada Center polling agency. In 
Russia, positive and neutral views of Stalin 
have been rising steadily since shortly after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. Now, Gud- 
kov notes, Stalin is widely considered the 
greatest figure in Russian history, surpass- 
ing even historical giants like Peter the Great 
and Aleksander Nevsky. 

State media have been conducting "ап un- 
relenting, gradual, and systematic intoxica- 
tion of public opinion” in favor of Stalin and 
the communist system. 

“I would say that together with the growth 
in the positive assessment of Stalin, we are 
also seeing a growth in indifference toward 
him,” Gudkoy says. “Most of all, the number 
of people with negative associations — those 
who are clearly anti-Stalin and anticommun- 
ist — is becoming smaller, and this is a goal 
of [state] propaganda.” 

According to a Levada poll in March, 37 
percent of Russians viewed Stalin either en- 
tirely or mostly favorably; 29 percent were 
indifferent to him; and only 25 percent 
viewed him mostly or entirely negatively. 
Thirty-seven percent said they either re- 
spected or sympathized with him, while 30 
percent said they have no emotional reaction 
to him, and only 9 percent said they dislike 
or despise him. 

The celebration of a positive narrative of 
the Soviet experience is a means of coping 
with the trauma of Stalinism, analysts say. It 
is also a step toward re-establishing the pri- 
macy of the repressive state that could have 
been destroyed if the true extent of its crimes 
against the Soviet people were ever fully ex- 
posed. 

British historian Orlando Figes writes 
in his 2008 book The Whisperers that “the 
idea of a common Soviet purpose...helped 
people to come to terms with their suffering 
by giving them a sense that their lives were 


validated by the part they had played in the 
struggle for the Soviet ideal.” Likewise, 
it provided psychological justification for 
those who perpetrated Stalinist crimes or 
were complicit in them. 

The Soviet role in World War II — or, the 
Great Patriotic War, as the Soviets came to 
call it — is particularly ‘“‘potent” in this re- 
spect, the historian writes. 

Figes notes that Victory Day, May 9, was 
not even a holiday in the Soviet Union until 
1965, when Leonid Brezhney re-established 
firm control after the partial de-Stalinization 
of Nikita Khrushchev’s Thaw. 

It was during this period that, along with 
pompous military parades on Red Square, 
the idea that collectivization, massive indus- 
trialization, terror, and political repression 
were the necessary foundation of the Soviet 
war victory became the official government 
narrative. 

Thor Kulik, director of the state archive of 
the SBU, Ukraine’s security service, empha- 
sizes that Ukraine’s new laws do not outlaw 
any ideology or ban any political parties. 

“We are talking about the understanding 
of the past,” he says. “Some are saying that 
we are throwing away 70 years. But really 
no one is throwing away 70 years. It is our 
history and we have to research it and learn 
it. But we cannot hand over the entire history 
of those 70 years to those old Soviet clichés 
that are nothing but praise.” 

Ukraine has attempted various forms of 
de-communization several times since in- 
dependence — without success. The latest 
effort — bolstered by the demands of an 
energized post-Euromaidan public and by 
the effects of the conflict with Russia — 
could be a different story 

“I want to emphasize that these laws do 
not put an end to this question,” says Volody- 
myr Tilishchak, deputy director of Ukraine’s 
Institute of National Memory. “They only 
open the door to a final transcendence of the 


consequences of totalitarianism, to the open- 
ing up of a history that is not muddled with 
myths, so that we can understand the past 
and so that we can create our own future.” 
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Academics join Russia in 
protesting de-communization 


Several Canadians among signatories 


(UkrNews)—A group of international academics, 
including several Canadians, have joined Russia in 
protesting Ukraine's de-communization laws. 

In a letter to Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
and Verkhovna Rada Chair Volodymyr Hroysman, 
they state adoption of these laws “would raise serious 
questions about Ukraine’s commitment to the prin- 
ciples of the Council of Europe and the OSCE, along 
with a number of treaties and solemn declarations 
adopted since Ukraine regained its independence in 
IP”. 

They are particularly concerned about “the inclu- 
sion of groups such as the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN) and Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA) as ‘fighters for Ukrainian independence’”, 
which, they say, “makes it a criminal offense to deny 
the legitimacy of ‘the struggle for the independence of 
Ukraine in the 20th century’ and public denial of the 
same is to be regarded as an insult to the memory of 
the fighters”. 

Another concern is “the ban on propaganda of 
‘Communist and National Socialist Regimes’ makes 
it a criminal offense to deny, ‘including in the media, 
the criminal character of the communist totalitarian re- 
gime of 1917-1991 in Ukraine’,”. 

“Not only would it be a crime to question the legit- 
imacy of an organization (UPA) that slaughtered tens 
of thousands of Poles in one of the most heinous acts 
of ethnic cleansing in the history of Ukraine, but also 
it would exempt from criticism the OUN, one of the 
most extreme political groups in Western Ukraine be- 


tween the wars, and one which collaborated with Nazi 
Germany at the outset of the Soviet invasion in 1941. 
It also took part in anti-Jewish pogroms in Ukraine 
and, in the case of the Melnyk faction, remained allied 
with the occupation regime throughout the war,” state 
the academics. 

They also claim that “the wholesale condemna- 
tion of the entire Soviet period as one of occupation 
of Ukraine will have unjust and incongruous conse- 
quences. Anyone calling attention to the development 
of Ukrainian culture and language in the 1920s could 
find himself or herself condemned. The same applies 
to those who regard the Gorbachev period as a pro- 
gressive period of change to the benefit of Ukrainian 
civil society, informal groups, and political parties, in- 
cluding the Movement for Perestroika (Rukh).” 

Included among the signatories are: Dominique 
Arel, Chair of Ukrainian Studies, University of Ot- 
tawa; Marko Bojcun, Director of the Ukraine Cen- 
tre, London Metropolitan University, UK; Marco 
Carynnyk, Independent Scholar, Toronto; Heather J. 
Coleman, Canada Research Chair and Associate Pro- 
fessor, Department of History and Classics, Univer- 
sity of Alberta; John-Paul Himka, Professor Emeritus, 
Department of History & Classics, University of Al- 
berta; [van Katchanovski, Adjunct Professor, School 
of Political Studies, University of Ottawa; David R. 
Marples, Distinguished University Professor, Depart- 
ment of History & Classics, University of Alberta; 
Per Anders Rudling, Associate Professor of History, 
Lund University, Sweden; Andreas Umland, Senior 
Research Fellow, Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooper- 
ation, Kyiv, Ukraine; and Serhy Yekelchyk, Professor 


Spirit Lake Internment Centre 


receives second award 


(UCC Montreal)—S pirit 
Lake Internment Interpretative 
Centre received its second award 
from the Quebec organization 
“Neighbours” in recognition 
for its outstanding contribution 
toward community enrichment, 
and its active participation in 
furthering awareness of Quebec’s 
diverse heritage. “Neighbours” 
serves the English-speaking 
community in Quebec and is a 
partner with Quebec Community 
Groups Network (QCGN) and 
Canadian Heritage. The QCGN 
was founded in 1995, and “is a 
voice for community commitment 
and collaboration” linking 41 
English language community 
organizations across Quebec, with 
its headquarters in Montreal. 

The award, in the category of 
Community Service in Heritage and 
Culture, was presented at the awards 
gala held at Hotel des Gouverneurs 
on March 29 in Rouyn- Могапда. 
The award was accepted by Mary 
Kureluk representing the nine- 
member volunteer board of directors 
of Camp Spirit Lake Corporation, 
chaired by James Slobodian. The 
Board oversees the daily operation 
of Spirit Lake Center’s museum and 
documentation Centre. This Centre 
is the largest internment museum 
in Canada telling the story of Spirit 
Lake Internment camp. Spirit Lake 
was the second largest internment 
site established during Canada’s First 
National Internment Operations. 
Over 1,200 were unjustly interned 
at Spirit Lake, the majority were 
Ukrainians, mainly taken from 
Montreal area. 

Among the 150 in attendance at 
the gala, were officials from the 
City of Rouyn- Noranda. The event 
received extensive coverage in the 
French and English Quebec media. 


the prestigious Les Grands Prix 
du Tourism Quebecois Award. In 
its fifth year, over 20,000 visitors 
have viewed the Centre’s unique 
internment exhibits and thousands 
of students with their teachers 
visited through the  Centre’s 
education outreach program. 

2015 marks the 100" anniversary 
of the Spirit Lake internment camp 
(1915-1917). With its official 
opening in 2011, the Centre has 
contributed to the awareness of 
internment story and to the early 
Ukrainian immigrant history to 
Quebec. It has developed close 
links between the French and 
English speaking populations, 
working in a spirit of partnerships 
between the two language groups. 
Many events are planned to mark 
this historic 100" anniversary 


including a project titled “On the 
Road to Camp Spirit Lake”, the 
erection of tri-lingual (French, 
English, Ukrainian) permanent 
markers indicting the location of 
former buildings on the internment 
site, the location of railway tracks 
used to transport internees, officers 
quarters, location of internees 
barracks, the lake which internees 
had to cross in winter doing forced 
labor, location of the Spirit Lake 
cemetery and more. 

Located 350 miles | бот 
Montreal, Spirit Lake Centre is 
open all year. The documentary 
films “Freedom Had A Price” and 
“Ukrainians in Quebec” includes 
the story of Spirit Lake internment. 
For further information 819 727 
2267 or 819 763 7627 or see www. 
campspiritlake.ca 


Supporting the English 
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Lori Marion(l) presents Award for Community Service in Heritage and 
In 2014 Spirit Lake Centre won Culture to Mary Kureluk (г) board member of Camp Spirit Lake. 


Poroshenko pledges 
NATO vote 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko has repeated a 
pledge to put the question of NATO 
membership before the Ukrainian 
people in a referendum vote. 

Poroshenko told the iTele French 
television station on April 22 that 
joining NATO is a “fundamental” 
issue, and he would “hold a refer- 
endum [and] let the people decide.” 

He did not say when such a vote 
would be held. 

The Ukrainian president has pre- 
viously stated that Kyiv would not 
attempt to join the military alliance 
without getting approval in a refer- 


endum. 

But Poroshenko said the govern- 
ment’s priority is joining the Euro- 
pean Union because Ukraine is a 
European country and “Europe can’t 
be complete without Ukraine.” 

On the fighting in eastern 
Ukraine, Poroshenko said blood- 
shed continues as government 
troops battle Russian-backed sep- 
aratists in parts of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions despite a Febru- 
ary cease-fire agreement. 

More than 6,100 people have 
been killed in the conflict in the 
past year. 


No G7 invite for Putin 


(RFE/RL)—German Foreign 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
has said that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin will not be invited to 
attend the G7 summit of leading in- 
dustrial nations in Bavaria this June. 

In an interview published in the 
April 12 edition of Die Welt, Stein- 
meier was asked about calls from 
the leader of Germany’s Left party 
to invite Putin to summit to discuss 
international crises. 

Steinmeier said it was not any- 
one’s interest to isolate Russia but 
he added after Russia’s illegal an- 
nexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula, “we cannot act as if 


nothing happened and carry on 
business as usual.” 

Steinmeier said while it was 
desirable to have Russia involved 
in helping resolve crises in Syria, 
Yemen, and Libya the subject of in- 
cluding Moscow and renewing the 
G8 was a closed issue for now. 

Steinmeier said, “The way back 
to the G8 will come through re- 
specting the unity of Ukraine and 
implementing Russian obligations 
from the Minsk treaty.” 

The leaders of Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and 
the United States met last year 
without Putin.. 


Savchenko’s mother issues global appeal 


(RFE/RL)—The mother of a 
Ukrainian pilot jailed in Russia 
says she’s launching a global cam- 
paign to free her daughter. 

Nadia Savchenko has been in Rus- 
sian custody since June 2014 and is 
awaiting trial for aiding in the killing 
of two Russian journalists during the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

She denies the charges and has 
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spent 83 days on a hunger strike to 
protest her detention. 

Her mother, Maria Savchenko, 
told AP on April 20 that her daugh- 
ter is a political prisoner. 

Maria Savchenko said Russian 
prosecutors have provided “no evi- 
dence” that her daughter provided ~ 
guidance for a mortar attack that 
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(Kule Centre)}—On March 23, 
Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, Direc- 
tor, Kule Folklore Centre; Hucu- 
lak Chair of Ukrainian Culture 
and Ethnography; and Curator of 
the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian 
Folklore Archives , MLCS became 
an inductee into the University of 
Alberta Museums’ Curator Hall of 
Fame. 

At the 2015 Museums Celebra- 
tion ceremony held at the U of A 
Museums Enterprise Square Gal- 
leries, Dr. Nahachewsky joined one 
other recipients — Pamela Mayne 
Correia, Curator, Fossil Hominid, 
Osteology, and Bryan/Gruhn Eth- 
nography Collections , Department 
of Anthropology, Faculty of Arts — 
to receive this prestigious Curator 
honour. Chancellor Ralph Young 
and Janine Andrews, Executive 
Director, University of Alberta 
Museums, presided over this event 
and a permanent plaque to each 
new award winner was unveiled to 
join past Curator recipients. This 
Hall of Fame can be viewed at the 
Enterprise Square Galleries. 

Dr. Nahachewsky, Curator, along 
with Магупа Chernyavska, Archiy- 
ist, preside over the Bohdan Med- 
widsky Ukrainian Folklore Ar- 
chives (BMUFA). It is the largest 


repository of Ukrainian and Can- 
adian-Ukrainian folklore materials 
in North America. Its mandate is 
to document, preserve and study 
Ukrainian folklore in Ukraine, 
Canada and around the world as it 
changes over time. 

The collection houses objects 
that represent continuity and 
change, creativity and expressive- 
ness of the Ukrainian culture, in- 
cluding books, journals, posters, 
maps, printed ephemera, manu- 
scripts, commercial and field audio 
and video recordings, artifacts and 
photographs related to the study of: 

* Traditional songs, tales, say- 
ings, beliefs, calendar customs, life 
cycle customs, material culture, 
folk arts, performance traditions, 
community life; 

* Ukrainian ethnic culture such 
as Ukrainian dance, choral activity, 
drama, embroidery, foodlore, cer- 
amics; and 

« Vernacular, elite and popular 
culture as these relate to Ukrainian 
identity. 

The BMUFA includes a broad 
continuum of objects, from the 
rare to the commonplace, from 
elite and popular cultural spheres. 
The BMUFA also maintains a col- 
lection of books, manuscripts and 
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other commercial publications as 
well. 

The collection is open to stu- 
dents, scholars, and the general 
public. It is used in teaching both 
undergraduate and graduate cours- 
es related to Ukrainian Folklore. It 
is also used by outside research- 
ers for studies related to Ukrainian 
and Canadian folklore, and it is a 
resource for continuing community 
outreach projects and publications. 

The BMUFA originated in 1977 
as a collection of student manu- 
scripts through the initiative of 
Dr. Bohdan Medwidsky. Today, 
the BMUFA is dedicated to creat- 
ing the best possible long-term 
resource for research in Ukrainian 
folklore and traditional culture. 

The BMUFA is part of the Peter 
and Doris Kule Centre for Ukrain- 
ian and Canadian Folklore in the 
Department of Modern Languages 
and Cultural Studies. The BMU- 
FA and the Kule Folklore Centre 
are supported into perpetuity by 
a series of community sponsored 
endowments, and accepted by the 
University of Alberta. The Ar- 
chives was renamed the “Bohdan 
Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore 
Archives” in 2003, to honour Dr. 
Medwidsky. 
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Dr. Laura Beard, Chair of MLCS, U of A and her son view Dr. Andriy 
Nahachewsky's plaque on the U of A Museums’ Hall of Fame at the 


Enterprise Square Galleries 


Research underway into embroidered pillows 


(UkrNews)—Embroidered / рії- 
lows (podushky), along with em- 
broidered cloths (rushnyky) and 
Easter eggs (pysanky) are among 
the three most prevalent forms of 
Ukrainian folk handicrafts found 
in home decor, but much less has 
been written about them than the 
other two, said the guest speaker at 
the Annual General Meeting of the 
Ukrainian Pioneers Association of 


Alberta, April 19. 

That’s why she has decided to do 
a master thesis on this subject, said 
artist Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn 
at the meeting held at St. John’s 
Cultural Centre. 

In Canada the most prolific per- 
iod for the creation of these pillows 
was from the 1940s to the 1970s. 
They were a familiar site in many 
Ukrainian Canadian homes, usu- 
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ally found on the back of couches. 

In those days Ukrainian women 
would often gather in embroidery 
groups for support, creative ex- 
pression and cultural pride. 

“Tt was also an activity that fos- 
tered self-reliance and financial 
contribution to the community. The 
production was prolific, churches 
and community hall flourished fi- 
nancially from the craft sales and 
many of the women honed their 
administrative and leadership skills 
which later helped them in careers 
and community work,” said Sem- 
baliuk Cheladyn. 

Few practice this activity today, 
but North Americans of Ukrainian 
heritage have begun to inherit em- 
broidered pillows created by their 
ancestors. 

“For many of the recipients there 
is a deep, intuitive cultural con- 
nection; an inalienable attraction 
that directs the preservation and 
conservation instinct. To others the 
pillows represent hundreds of thou- 
sands of hours of detailed stitchery, 
and in many cases they have be- 
come keepsakes out of respect for 
ancestral connections as well as the 
sheer beauty of the craftsmanship,” 
she said. 

In researching this topic, Sem- 
baliuk Cheladyn intends to focus 
on who made theses pillows, where 
were they made, when were they 
made, what materials were used, 
what were the common sources of 
inspiration and what kind of trad- 
itions are associated with them. 

"Му goal this summer is to trav- 
el across Canada and talk to indi- 
viduals and families who still have 
embroidered pillows in their pos- 
session and collect the memories 
and images,” she added. 

Sembaliuk Cheladyn also in- 
formed attendees about the What’s 
New” University of Alberta Ex- 


hibition to be held at Enterprise 
Square Galleries,10230 Jasper Av- 
enue, Main floor, 1-200 Edmonton, 
April 23 — May 23. 

This exhibition features six new 
collections at the U of A including 
the recently acquired Onufrijchuk 
collection at the Bohdan Medwid- 
sky Ukrainian Folklore Archives. 

The UPAA elected a new ex- 
ecutive at its AGM. This consists 
of: President: Jars Balan; Vice 
President: Andriy Nahachewsky; 
Treasurer: Alexandre Makar; Re- 
cording Secretary: Ilya Khineyko; 
Members at Large: Peter Mel- 
nycky, Maryna Chernyavska, Peter 


Opryshko, Lynnien Pawliuk. 

In presenting his report, Balan 
noted that projects for the upcom- 
ing year include devoting a special 
issue of the Zakhidno-Kanads’ky 
Zbirnyk (Western Canadian An- 
thology) to the writer and found- 
ing UPAA member Illia Kiriak, 
supporting the erection of a Stone 
Cross Monument in Hilliard, the 
purchase of video cameras and ac- 
cessories for recording interviews 
and research into the Ukrainian 
Canadian historical record as pre- 
served in the community and main- 
stream press. 


Embroidered pillows and travel trunk from the Onufrijchuk Collection 


— In preparation for display in the 


“What's New” exhibition at the Uni- 


versity of Alberta opening April 23, 2015 to May 23, 2015. 
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ASAUS expands its 
activity outside Edmonton 


(ASAUS)—The Alberta Society 
for the Advancement of Ukrain- 
ian Studies has recently expanded 
its activity outside Edmonton — 
to Calgary, Lethbridge, and other 
places. On March 26, Dr. Mykola 
Soroka presented a paper, “Revo- 
lution and War in Contemporary 
Ukraine: A Civilizational Conflict 
Unleashed,” at Nickle Galleries, 
University of Calgary, as a second 
presentation on a Ukrainian topic 
there. The paper examined recent 
upheavals in Ukraine as the result 
of a civilizational conflict between 
the Western and Russian civiliza- 
tions, as presented in media, visual 
and popular culture. 

Among the current events, which 
are the most crucial for the world 
today, Soroka, pointed to those in 
Ukraine. The country has been in 
mainstream news since Novem- 
ber 2013 when a group of students 
protested against a sudden decision 
of the then president of Ukraine 
Viktor УапиКоуусі пої to sign as 
Association Agreement with the 
European Union and instead to turn 
to Russian president Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s proposal to join the Eurasian 
Union and receive $15 bin of fi- 
nancial aid. This protest underwent 
different phases, transformed into 
a military aggression of the Rus- 
sian Federation, and put the world 
in danger of the Third World War, 
with the possible threat of the nu- 
clear weapon. Canada, along with 
the US and European countries, 
found themselves in the epicenter 
of a major global crisis. 

While Ukraine’s position was 
clear — the integration into Eur- 
ope, what drove Russia’s actions? 
Soroka argued that it has been an 
attempt to preserve the Russian/ 
Soviet empire and values, with its 
anti-Western rhetoric, authoritar- 
ianism, and the heavy breath of a 
new cold war. The whole Ukrain- 
ian revolution was treated in terms 
of the Euro-American conspiracy 


to threaten the Russian state, an 
argument which was eventually 
used to justify Russian aggression. 

Soroka pointed out to the ef- 
fective use of a new ideological 
paradigm and manipulation in the 
Russian media and strong propa- 
ganda. The new concept of the 
“the Russian world” rejects the 
modern notion of nation-state and 
utilizes a primordial concept of 
the Russian world, which crosses 
the state boundaries, embraces all 
ethnic Russians and Russian speak- 
ers, and gives the right “to pro- 
tect” them. In the Russian media, 
Ukraine was portrayed as an ag- 
gressor, which fought its citizens, 
while Russia was forced to protect 
them. This information war, as a 
part of a hybrid war, has been sup- 
ported by legions of paid internet 
commentators, so called trolls, or 
chat bots who invaded the internet 
with pro-Moscow rhetoric. 

Speaking about the clash of sym- 
bols, Soroka focused on the border 
project “The Wall” and the war of 
colours, including painting a star on 
top of a historic Moscow skyscraper 
and similar messages in solidarity 
with the Ukrainian people around 
the world; while Putin referred to 
so-called “colour revolutions” insti- 
gated by the West. 

Despite its tremendous ef- 
forts, Russia failed to convince 
the international community in its 
just cause, which in fact served 
to disguise its blatant aggression 
and violation of the international 
law. Several levels of sanctions 
have become a viable response to 
curtail the Russian belligerence. 
As a result, the Russian economy 
began drastically shrinking that 
would lead to the pauperization of 
the Russian population and to pos- 
sible protests against the regime. 
Unfortunately, all arising problems 
in Russia are being explained by 
Western pressure, which is also a 
deliberate strategy for Putin to di- 


Russian warships monitored 
in English Channel 


(RFE/RL)—Britain is keeping 
an eye on Russian warships that 
entered the English Channel. 

The Russian navy’s Northern 
Fleet said the destroyer Severo- 
morsk and two other vessels en- 
tered the Channel on April 14 on 
their way to the North Atlantic for 
anti-aircraft and anti-submarine 
drills. 

The British Royal Navy said it 
was observing the activities of the 
Russian ships as they entered the 
body of water between England 


and France. 

Officials from the British De- 
fense Ministry said that they had 
not observed any exercises. 

Russian warships are a common 
sight in the Channel, but the naval 
moves come amid heightened ten- 
sion over Moscow’s interference 
in Ukraine and its military activity 
near NATO nations. 

In late January, two Russian 
long-range bombers flew over the 
English Channel, disrupting civil- 
ian air flights. 


Russian fighter jet forced 
U.S. plane to change course 


(RFE/RL)—The Russian De- 
fense Ministry has confirmed that 
an incident involving a Russian 
fighter jet and a U.S. reconnais- 
sance plane took place over the 
Baltic Sea on April 7, though Mos- 
cow and Washington gave differing 
accounts of what happened. 

Russian Defense Ministry 
spokesman Igor Konashenkovy said 
the U.S. aircraft, an RC-135, was 
approaching the Russian border 
with its transponder switched off 
before it was intercepted by an Su- 


27 fighter jet. 

Konashenkoy said the fighter jet 
flew around the U.S. plane several 
times before forcing it to fly off. He 
said, “U.S. reconnaissance planes 
can perform routine flights only 
along U.S. borders.” 

The U.S. Defense Department 
said the Russian fighter had flown 
dangerously close to its plane and 
nearly collided. Pentagon spokes- 
woman Eileen Lainez called the 
flight “routine” and said the incident 
prompted a diplomatic protest. 


vert attention of the Russians from 
his own wrongdoings. 

Referring to the Minsk ceasefire 
agreement, Soroka concluded that 
Russia has been sought to freeze 
and expand the conflict and to let 
Ukraine’s economy down in order 
to keep the country as far as pos- 
sible from Europe; while the biggest 
challenge for Ukraine would be to 
carry out the largely needed reforms 
in order to join the EU. Besides, 
Ukraine’s recovery would іпемії- 
ably lead to undermining Putin’s au- 
thoritarian regime and establishing 
democratic prospects for Russia. 

Enthusiastically received by 
the audience, the presentation ac- 
companied the exhibition “Money, 
Sovereignty and Power: The 
Paper Currency of Revolutionary 
Ukraine, 1917-1920.” Organized 
by the Society and curated by Dr. 
Bohdan Kordan of the University 
of Saskatchewan, the exhibition 
was held at the Nickle January 
15-April 4, 2015. Nickle Galler- 
ies curator, Michele Hardy, noted 
“the Nickle endeavours to explore 
issues related to art and culture 
locally and abroad. Dr Soroka’s 
talk complemented the exhibition, 
explaining the political conflict 
in the Ukraine and its impact on 
youth, art, and popular culture. We 
are so very pleased to have hosted 
these events and welcome mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian community.” 
Money, Sovereignty and Power 
opens at the Galt Museum in Leth- 
bridge this summer. 
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балотується 


прихильник 


озброєння України 


(Голос Америки) -Поміж американсь- 
ких політиків, які активно закликають 
адміністрацію Обами надати Україні 
зброю та технології - новоспечений пре- 
тендент на участь у виборах президента 
США 43-річний сенатор-республіканець 
Марко Рубіо. Він належить до нового 
покоління лідерів партії знаної в Україні 
передусім завдяки сенатору Джону Мак- 
кейну. Син мігрантів з Куби Рубіо у США 
відомий передовсім як політик, який по- 
при належність до іспаномовної громади 
досі не отримав її широкої підтримки. 
Упродовж останніх років сенатор 
був провідним критиком закордонної 
політики Обами загалом i щодо України 
зокрема. 

«Спираючи на роки нашої історії, але 
черпаючи натхнення у нашому майбут- 
ньому, я оголошую свою кандидатуру на 
посаду президента США», - сказав Рубіо. 

Мета Марко Рубіо без малого - набли- 
ження нового сторіччя американської 


величі. На заваді цій меті, за слова- 
ми Рубіо, - Гілларі Клінтон, безпереч- 
ний фаворит майбутніх перегонів. 


Республіканець молодший за неї на 24 
роки і вже на це натякнув. 

«Учора дин лідер з учорашнього 
дня розпочав президентську кампанію з 
обіцянкою повернути нас до минулого, але 
минуле не повториться», - зауважив Рубіо. 

Рубіо розпочав свою кампанію з дуже 
символічного місця - башти Свободи у 
Майямі, У 70-ті та 80-ті вона була першим 
місцем в Америці, де опинялися втікачі 
з Куби. Нині, політологи кажуть, Рубіо 
цілком міг би стати привабливим кандида- 
том для іспаномовних виборців США. 

«З усіх республіканців він говорить 
найправильніші речі. Питання в тому — як 
все це подати так, щоб виборці зрозуміли, 
хто він і за що виступає. Адже сам по 
собі він - просто втілення американської 
мрії», - говорить республіканський стра- 
тег Форд О"Коннелл. 

Але cam Рубіо останнім часом го- 
ловний наголос робить не на рішенні 
зрозумілих кожному американцю про- 
блем (економіки, міграції, охорони 
здоров'я), а на досить розмитій ідеї 
відродження американської величі та 
зовнішній політиці. 

«Щоб знову стати лідером світу, Аме- 
рика повинна відмовитися від небез- 
печних поступок на користь Ірану та від 
ворожості до Ізраїлю», - сказав Рубіо. 


Марко Рубіо 


З точки зору України, Рубіо - 
послідовний прихильник Києва і просто 
«золотий кандидат». Ще у березні мину- 
лого року він детально перелічував, що 
саме Обама міг би зробити для України. 
Рубіо називав дії Росії надзвичайним ви- 
кликом США та світу ще до того, як це 
стало попсою, А у лютому вже цього року 
Рубіо приєднався до групи із п'ятнадцяти 
сенаторів, які у листі до Обами закликали 
президента США озброїти Україну. 

«На жаль тільки санкціями стрима- 
ти Путіна не вдасться. Україні потрібні 
негайні поставки ефективного оборонно- 
го військового обладнання та фінансова 
допомога, щоб зашкодити неприхованій 
агресії Путіна », - цитата з листа 
законодавців. 

У березні Рубіо на сенатських слухан- 
нях розпікав Вікторію Нуланд питаня- 
ми: чому адміністрація Обами чітко не 
говорить, як каратиме Росію за чергові 
порушення 1 чому вже зараз не озброює 
Україну? Того ж місяці Рубіо долучив- 
ся до підписантів листа в вимогою до 
комітету Сенату з бюджету вже почати 
виділяти гроші на втілення закону про 
підтримку свободи в Україні. Мовляв, 
щоб до часу, коли Обама таки почне його 
втілювати, кошти вже були. 

Рубіо говорить про Україну багато. Не 
мало i робить. І, ймовірно, на найвищій 
посаді він реалізував би чимало із оголо- 
шеного. Тож, хоча його шлях до Білого 
дому може закінчитися ще на рівні 
внутрішньопартійних виборів єдиного 
республіканського кандидата, судячи 
з усього, у подальшому політичному 
житті Рубіо лишатиметься вірним другом 
України. 
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На посаду президента CIUA) Клінтон розповіла, що 
зробила 0 для України 


(Голос Америки) -До президентських 
перегонів у США офіційно приєдналася 
Гілларі Клінтон. Вона стала третім по- 
тужним кандидатом, який оголосив про 
похід на Білий дім. І вона і її вже відомі 
потенційні суперники — республіканець 
Тед Круз та республіканець Ренд Пол 
небайдужі до подій в Україні. | хоча 
українське питання не буде головним 
фактором перемоги упродовж виборчої 
кампанії американці неодмінно чутимуть 
думки кандидатів про путінський режим 
та кризу в Україні тисячі разів. 

Виборча кампанія 67-річної Клінтон 
почалася  інтернет-повідомленням | на 
сайті і потому в Twitter. 

«Кожному американцю необхідний за- 
хисник і я хочу стати ним, щоб кожен з 
вас жив, а не виживав, досягав успіху і 
лишався успішним. Коли родини міцні - 
міцна вся Америка», - сказала Гілларі. 

Вже за години після цього повідомлення 
Клінтон відправилася у з символічну 
мандрівку з рідного Нью-Йорка до шта- 
ту Айова, де у 2016 році почнуться так 
звані праймеріз - внутрішньопартійні 
вибори офіційних кандидатів на поса- 
ду президента. До Айови Клінтон їде 
міні-автобусом, який жартома назвала 
«Скубі» за мотивами відомого кожно- 
го американцю мультсеріалу. Гілларі, 
без перебільшення, - головний фаворит 
виборів. Відповідно до соціологічних 
опитувань, вона з колосальним відривом 
виграє і праймеріз i боротьбу з будь-ким з 
республіканців. 

Останні так не вважають. Консерватор 
та інший кандидат у президенти Тед Круз 
не забарився розкритикувати Клінтон. 

«Ми точно знаємо чого чекати. Гілларі 
— це частина минулого з його провальни- 
ми політичними рішеннями. Її президент- 
ство буде таким, ніби Обама лишився 
на третій термін. Може ми вже готові до 
сильного консервативного уряду, який 
знову зробить Америку великою», - зая- 
вив Круз. 

У внутрішньополітичному аспекті 
від Клінтон справді можна чекати про- 
довження політики Обами. Вільна ба- 
зова освіта на рівні коледжу, перегляд 
мінімальної заробітної платні - це, 
ймовірно, лише деякі ініціативи Обами, 
які Гілларі підхопить, проте у царині 
зовнішньої політики Клінтон вже заяви- 
ла про розходження з Обамою, зокрема з 


приводу України. 
Клінтон свого часу була обличчям про- 
вального перезавантаження 0 відносин 


Гілларі Клінтон 


із Росією. Тепер вона рішуче засуджує 
агресію путінського режиму. Ще рік тому 
Клінтон вимагала тотальних санкцій про- 
ти Росії, а зараз виступає ще й за посилен- 
ня військової та економічної підтримки 
Києва з боку США та м'яко критикує 
Обаму за нерішучість. 

«Я думаю, ми маємо надавати більше 
фінансової допомоги уряду України, бо 
зараз вони намагаються зробити перехід 
від  непрофесійної корумпованої си- 
стеми до системи, яка діє за світовими 
правилами. Вони працюють з МВФ та 
Європейським Центробанком. Я думаю, 
ми маємо більше допомагати Україні 
боронити її кордони. Нове споряджен- 
ня, більше навчань. США та НАТО досі 
дуже неохоче це робили i я розумію чому. 
Це непроста потенційно небезпечна 
ситуація, але українська армія та прості 
українці, які воюють проти сепаратистів, 
довели, що заслуговують на сильнішу 
підтримку, ніж ми досі надавали », - на- 
голосила Клінтон. 

Виборча з гонитва у США лише 
починається. Теми Росії, української кри- 
зи, нової Холодної війни неодмінно зву- 
чатимуть в її ході з вуст усіх кандидатів, 
а отже потраплятимуть до поля зору 
американських виборців. У цьому сенсі 
Україна, ймовірно, виграє, хай би хто не 
став президентом США. Хоча здогадки 
тут мабуть зайві. Якщо вірити опитуван- 
ням, попри будь-які зусилля опонентів 
президентом стане Гілларі Клінтон. 


ЄС створює команду для боротьби із брехнею Росії 


Віталій Єреміца «Радіо Свобода» 

ЄС готується | до | протистояння 
розгорнутій Росією  дезінформаційній 
війні й до висвітлення правди, яку 
там  викривляють. ШПри європейській 
дипломатичній службі створюється 
комунікаційна команда, головним за- 
вданням її буде «виправлення й перевірка 
фактів неправдивої інформації та міфів». 
«Добре, що нарешті ЄС почав діяти у 
цьому напрямі, але сили співдружності 
порівняно з Росією тут надто нерівні», 
- коментують цю ініціативу експерти й 
євродепутати у Брюсселі. 

Набір російськомовних експертів, які 
займатимуться розвінчуванням міфів та 
брехні, розповсюджуваних російськими 
ЗМІ, - це лише перший крок із цілого на- 
бору заходів, ініційованих у Євросоюзі. 
Окремі зусилля будуть спрямовані на 
популяризацію спілкування про політику 
і програми Євросоюзу, підтримку неза- 
лежних засобів масової інформації та 
їхньої різноманітності. Особливо ретель- 
но здійснюватиметься заохочення свобо- 
ди преси у державах-сусідах. 

Однак, у перших лавах спротиву 
агресивній російській пропаганді перебу- 
ватиме команда, набір до якої був оголо- 


шений по всіх посольствах держав-членів 
ЄС у Брюсселі після останнього березне- 
вого саміту ЄС. 

Як повідомляє інтернет-видання EUob- 
server, вимогами до кандидатів є знання 
російської мови та здатність до аналізу й 
моніторингу інформації про політику ЄС 
в російськомовних ЗМІ. Це мають бути 
колишні журналісти або співробітники 
преси, які розуміються на «соціальних 
мережах, ЗМІ та інфографіці». 

Тим часом, директор Центру ЄС- 
Росія Фрезер Камерон переконаний, що 
потужності ЄС та Росії у цьому сенсі 
непорівнювані, так само, як у європейців 
немає таких величезних ресурсів, які 
Кремль вкладає у свою «машину пропа- 
ганди». 

«Ландшафт засобів інформації ЄС 
організований на дуже відмінній основі: 
це приватні та вільні засоби, порівняно з 
контрольованими державою ЗМІ Росії, - 
зауважує Камерон. - Очевидно, що нам 
неможливо з ними конкурувати. Однак, 
ми можемо з користю надавати деякі дже- 
рела інформації лідерам ЄС у Брюсселі 
та країнах-членах. Ними зможуть регу- 
лярно користуватися для протистояння 
російській пропаганді». 


Втім, на думку Камерона, російська 
дезінформація стає все менш eeK- 
тивною: наплив брехні все частіше 
розкриває європейська преса, наприклад, 
історію про нібито загибель неїснуючої 
4-річної дівчинки, розвінчану «Бі-Бі-Сі». 
«Свідомі росіяни все більше вдаються до 
пошуку інформації в інтернеті, а не на 
телебаченні», - каже брюссельський ек- 
сперт. 

«Група експертів буде спиратися на 
існуючий досвід роботи в цій області 3 
метою, по-перше, активізації здатності 
контролювати, аналізувати і реагувати на 
дезінформацію загалом про політику ЄС і 
питання зовнішньої політики, в яких ЄС 
грає свою роль. По-друге, європейська ко- 
манда вестиме спілкування для просуван- 
ня європейських цінностей, принципів, 
правил і переваг, які вони можуть прине- 
сти», - зі свого боку пояснив чиновник із 
європейських дипломатичних кіл. 

Це добра ініціатива, хоч і дещо запізніла, 
каже про створення підрозділу експертів 
із викриття дезінформації литовський 
євродепутат Петрас Ауштрявічус. 

«Цього буде, напевне,  недостат- 
ньо, бо подібні групи слід створити на 
рівні кожної з країн ЄС, - переконаний 


євродепутат. Держави самі повинні 
в це інвестувати, бо це дуже чутлива 
сфера. Так, ЄС може надати деякі аргу- 
менти, може допомогти, але ж розпов- 
сюдження дезінформації має місце на 
національному рівні, По-друге, слід ско- 
ристатися існуючими російськомовними 
каналами інформації, які б могли отри- 
мувати загальні інвестиції Євросоюзу. 
Головне - розуміти всю складність 
ситуації». 

Добревжете, що ЄС нарешті усвідомив, 
що Росія у своїй «гібридній війні» основ- 
ний акцент поставила на пропаганді, — 
додає євродепутат. 

«Москва готувалася до цього дав- 
но, зробила великі інвестиції, має цілу 
армію добре тренованих «кишенькових 
журналістів». Однак, - каже Ауштря- 
вичус, - Європарламент у березні так 
і не дочекався від єврокомісара з пи- 
тань сусідства Йоганнеса Гана і голови 
дипломатії Федеріки Могеріні докумен- 
та щодо інформаційного спротиву про- 
пагандистському натиску Москви. Він 
надійде тільки десь у червні, тим ча- 
сом на цю дезінформаційну кампанію 
Москви слід реагувати якомога швидше 1 
пропорційно». 


SY 
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Director comments on creation of URDC 


Dr. Roman Petryshyn, founder 
of the Ukrainian Resource and 
Development Centre at MacEwan 
University, will retire on June 30, 
2015. Ukrainian News (UN) asked 
him various questions about the es- 
tablishment of URDC in 1987 and 
how it has been structured , 

UN: You were one of the first Re- 
search Associates hired at the Ca- 
nadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies , University of Alberta in 1976. 
How did it happen that you took on 
this position? 

During my undergraduate stu- 
deni days in the 1960s at Lakehead 
University and the University of 
Toronto I became very active in 
the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ 
Union (SUSK) and advocated for 
the recognition of official multicul- 
turalism, at a time when the Royal 
Commission on Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism (B and B) assumed 
Canada should be defined solely as 
a binational country. 

A national Ukrainian Canadian 
movement rose up on this issue led 
by a new generation of well-estab- 
lished professionals and students 
who became leaders of the com- 
munity on this issue. Among them 
were Senator Paul Yuzyk, Justice 
Walter Tarnopolsky, Alberta Liber- 
al Party Leader Lawrence Decore, 
U of T Professor Orest Rudzyk, 
President of the Alberta Conserva- 
tive Party Peter Savaryn and U of 
A Professor Manoly Lupul, among 
others. The entire Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community became mobi- 
lized in defense of its ethnocultural 
rights and advocated for a multi- 
cultural (i.e.pluralistic) definition 
of Canada. They used their profes- 
sional skills, status and influence to 
win recognition of multicultural- 
ism.in Federal and provincial legis- 
lation and in the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 

One of the recommendations of 
Volume 4 of the B and B report 
called for minority Canadian com- 
munities to have a greater presence 
on university campuses. Profes- 
sor Lupul took on the challenge of 
creating a research and publishing 
institute for Ukrainian studies at 
the University of Alberta. He suc- 
ceeded in receiving university co- 
operation and core funding from 
the Alberta Cabinet for this proj- 
ect. I was a PhD. student in the 
field of race and ethnic relations 
at Bristol University in England, 
and had just returned to Alberta 
where my wife’s family resided. 
Professor Lupul recruited Bohdan 
Krawchenko and me to work at the 
newly formed Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) in 1976. 
Т accepted a position in Ukrainian 
Canadian studies and multicultur- 
alism and remain grateful to this 
day for having had the opportunity 
to work with Professor Lupul and 
pursue my career interests. 

UN: You then went on to work 
for Alberta Culture but soon set up 
URDC in 1987 at what was then 
Grant MacEwan Community Col- 
lege. Why did you and your support- 
ers create this additional centre? 

I went to work at the Cultural 
Heritage branch of Alberta Cul- 
ture, which under the Lougheed 
government, was developing new 
programs in multiculturalism and 
community development. The sub- 
sequent rise of Thatcherism, Rea- 
ganism and with it, the politics of 
Reform Party in Alberta in the mid- 
1980s, led to a sustained attack on 
multiculturalism and hampered 
the plans of Ukrainian Canadians 
to have their priorities reflected in 
publicly funded institutions. There 
was a risk -that multiculturalism 


would be eliminated from govern- 
ment programs. 

The Ukrainian Albertan commu- 
nity needed to create its own oppor- 
tunities in the provincial system to 
have a dedicated space and a pub- 
lic presence. If Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans were to have public platforms 
from which to dialogue with other 
Canadian cultures as equals, they 
would have to endow centres in the 
post-secondary system at their own 
expense and persuade governments 
to support their efforts on a case— 
by-case basis. As was done by gov- 
ernments for Anglo-Canadian and 
Franco-Canadian charter groups, 
Advanced Education proved to be 
one of the few public systems that 
demonstrated it has the capacity to 


respect and support the rights of 


ethnocultural minorities to advance 
their collective interests,. 

Until 1987 there had never been 
a Ukrainian centre at any college 
in Canada, even though the col- 
lege system rivaled the university 


system in resources and number of 


students. Given the progress made 
by Ukrainians with universities, it 
made sense to diversify and cre- 
ate a new centre at a college, but 
to do so in a way that enhanced, 
rather than competed with, Ukrai- 
nian courses, research and publi- 
cation work already being done at 
the University of Alberta. The new 
centre would become an entre- 
preneurial academic organization 
focused on system innovation in 
Ukrainian studies. It would cre- 
ate and manage externally-funded 
projects that benefitted its host in- 
stitution, the Ukrainian Canadian 
community, partner institutions 
and the general public. It was fortu- 
itous that colleges and universities 
at the time were looking for ways 
to internationalize their campuses, 
engage the community and bring in 
additional funds. 

The concept of a “Resource and 
Development” centre met these 
criteria. Unlike in universities — 
where Ukrainian studies means 
teaching and researching through 
Ukrainian content courses — a re- 
source and development centre was 
to be an institution that expanded 
the concept of Ukrainian studies. 
This was done by sharing its lead- 
ership skills, expertise, funding and 
information about Ukrainian issues 
with all disciplines and programs 
in the institution. 

This method was well suited to 
a college system since they are set 
up to achieve applied ends, where 
outcomes and impacts on society 
are evaluated. Moreover, whereas 
university courses are dependent 
on student enrollment for their 
existence, an endowed Resource 
and Development Centre has no 
such limitations. Since it is fully 
endowed, it has the staff time, re- 
sources and management skills 
necessary to develop local, na- 
tional and international projects in 
partnership with internal faculty 
members as well as with external 
personnel at other institutions in 
and outside of Canada. 

This meant that that Canada- 
Ukraine projects were no longer 
limited only to Ukrainian content 
disciplines. To expand boundar- 
ies and avoid duplication URDC 
worked with disciplines that were 
not traditional to Ukrainian stud- 
ies, such as business management, 
deafness, agribusiness, nursing and 
inclusive education. 

UN: Normally organizations that 
survive for a long period of time 
experience various external and 
internal pressures to change. Has 
the “Resource and Development” 
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model been flexible and proven 
adaptable to change? 

Indeed the “Resource and De- 
velopment” framework has proven 
itself adaptable to change on two 
major occasions. This first occurred 
when the Ukrainian community ex- 
perienced the abolition of provin- 
cial multicultural programming in 
Alberta .At approximately the same 
time, the Ukrainian community and 
URDC saw the collapse of the USSR 
and the emergence of an independent 
Ukraine. The Ukrainian Resource 
and Development Centre was able to 
change its focus to stay in step with 
community priorities. Since multi- 
culturalism and ethnocultural com- 
munity development no longer had 
much government support, this pri- 
ority got less attention. On the other 
hand, university exchanges between 
Canada and Ukraine at MacEwan 
and the University of Alberta, which 
previously had been rare occurrenc- 
es, suddenly became a top priority 
for the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity. With help from the community 
the Ukrainian Resource and Devel- 
opment Centre was one of the first 
institutions in Canada to open an 
office in Ukraine and quickly began 
developing international projects (fi- 
nanced by various external funders) 
to transfer advanced western knowl- 
edge and experience to universities 
and their partners in Ukraine . 

The second example of the flex- 
ibility at the Ukrainian Resource 
and Development Centres was 
demonstrated when MacEwan 
changed from a college to a univer- 
sity in 2010. The university admin- 
istration called for a closer align- 
ment of URDC with the pillars of 
the new university. These included 
the objectives of being student fo- 
cused, engaged with the commu- 
nity, and international in outlook. 
With its contacts and experience 
internationally already established, 
it was possible for URDC to match 
programs (e.g. in the social sci- 
ences, nursing, communication), 
between MacEwan and its partner 
universities in Ukraine and to es- 
tablish working contacts at the lev- 
el of faculty members and students. 

UN: How does a “Resource and 
Development” centre work in prac- 
tice? What system or model does it 


follow to be effective? 


To be successful such centres re- 
quire a number of structured com- 
ponents to be created, which then 
must work in tandem. 

First, a Resource and Develop- 
ment Centre needs to have en- 
dowed funds dedicated to its mis- 
sion and carefully written up in for- 
mal endowment agreements signed 
by the President of the institution. 
These donated funds must be suf- 
ficient to finance core staff costs 
and basic activities of the centre. 
For example, URDC currently has 
four endowments managed by the 
MacEwan Foundation for different 
purposes (e.g. administration, ex- 


changes, projects). The total value 
is approximately $6.9 million. An- 
nual operating revenues are paid 
out at 4% of the market value of 
the endowment investments. 

Second, there must be an inde- 
pendent registered society of com- 
munity volunteers who persistently 
raise endowment funds, make reg- 
ular contributions and gifts to the 
post-secondary institution, moni- 
tor institutional investment poli- 
cies and practices, and report back 
on fund performance to the donor 
community. Fortunately URDC 
has the volunteer organization 
“Ukrainian Foundation for College 
Education (UFCE)”that carries out 
these functions to benefit URDC. 

Third, the terms of reference of 
the centre must allow for the ex- 
istence of an interdisciplinary Ad- 
visory Council. Faculty members 
on this Council are drawn from 
programs across the institution, 
thereby allowing the centre to co- 
operate with any and all programs 
within the institution. Externally, 
to avoid unnecessary duplication 
and unproductive competition and 
because we are serving students 
in the same city with the U of A, 
it is particularly important for the 
Ukrainian Centre at MacEwan to 
work cooperatively with Ukrainian 
studies faculty members at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta. To achieve this 
end, the Deans of Arts from MacE- 
wan and the University of Alberta 
signed an agreement of coopera- 
tion in December 2013. 

Fourth, the director of a Re- 
source and Development Centre 


plays a leadership role in sey- 
eral key dimensions. The posi- 
tion includes knowing the needs 
and capacity for innovation both 
in the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity and in partner universities 
in Ukraine; being engaged in the 
community fundraising process 
; having ongoing proactive com- 
munications with faculty members 
interested in Ukrainian affairs ; and 
being creatively engaged in devel- 
oping and managing new projects. 
The success of the centre depends 
on knowledge, relationships and 
having strong partnerships that will 
carry out projects locally, nation- 
ally and internationally. URDC has 
developed these skills and accumu- 
lated many contacts in its work to 
date. 

Fifth, in order to be able to work 

effectively and in harmony with-_ 
in university policies, the above 
structures must be brought to- 
gether under an official agreement 
that lays out rules of engagement 
between the university and com- 
munity. When the above system is 
established and working, the result 
are measurable and the institution 
can claim that it is a community- 
engaged university. In December 
2014 the President of MacEwan 
University, Dr. David Atkinson, 
and the UFCE President Dr. Ernest 
Skakun signed this kind of Memo- 
randum of Understanding for the 
five year period 2015-20. 
UN: In the next issue of Ukraini- 
an News, the URDC Director will 
comment on his 28 years of pro- 
gramming experience. 


Kyiv lists Russian military units in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s army 
chief of staff has listed for the first 
time some of the specific Russian 
military units alleged to be fighting 
against Kyiv alongside pro-Mos- 
cow rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

Viktor Muzhenko, in an inter- 
view published by Ukraine’s De- 
fense Ministry on April 18, said, 
“Regular Russian army troops are 
still in Ukraine” despite a cease- 
fire agreement signed in February 
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which ordered the withdrawal of 
foreign fighters from the front line. 
Russia has repeatedly denied 
claims by Kyiv and the West that 
it is arming and sending troops to 
help separatists who have gained 
control of parts of the east. 
Muzhenko named the Russian 
army’s 15th Mechanized Infantry 
Brigade, the 8th Mechanized Infantry 
Brigade, the 331st Airborne Regi- 
ment, and the 98th Airbomne Division. 
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В Україні планують 
створити новий рід військ 


Юрій Примачук, Радіо Свобода 

Гібридна війна проти України показала необхідність реформи 
Збройних сил. Однією з них має стати створення сил спеціальних 
операцій, які зможуть діяти в умовах нетрадиційної війни. Попри 
давно анонсовані плани, створення служби лише починається. 

Реформу, за якою і мають з'явитися сили спеціальних операцій, 
розробляли не лише вітчизняні експерти, а й фахівці з інших країн, 
які вже пройшли цей шлях і мають великий досвід, каже керівник 
Центру оборонної реформи Олександр Данилюк. У його організації 
зазначають: ці сили мають бути не просто частиною Збройних сил, а 
окремою структурою у складі Міністерства оборони, і мати особли- 
вий статус. Зараз же навіть спеціалісти іноді плутають це поняття зі 
силами швидкого реагування чи зі спецназом. 

«Спецназ - це не сили спеціальних операцій, це виконавці части- 
ни спецоперації. - каже директор військово-політичного сектору 
Центру оборонної реформи Роман Машовець. - Сили спеціальних 
операцій займаються інтелектуальною роботою, збором і оброб- 
кою інформації, виробленням певного плану і координацією з усіма 
іншими задіяними відомствами». Для цього їм пропонують надати 
можливості для розвідки, психологічних операцій і не лише. Його 
співробітники мають діяти у глибокому тилу противника і викори- 
стовувати тактику диверсійно-розвідувальних груп. 

Якщо реформи будуть втілені, нова організація матиме департа- 
менти інформаційно-психологічних операцій (який візьме на себе 
інформаційну війну), та інформаційно-аналітичний центр, що мати- 
ме право формувати агентурну мережу задля збору відомостей. 

«Це не дублювання функцій Міністерства інформації, а при- 
хована робота: розвідка, розповсюдження чуток, робота через 
неконтрольовані Україною ЗМІ», - пояснюють у Центрі оборонної 
реформи 

Сили спеціальних операцій матимуть технічну підтримку: власні 
засоби радіоелектронної боротьби i розвідки, і, власне, групи 
бійців спецпризначення. Окремий центр візьме на себе управління 
нетрадиційними методами війни - тобто роботу з партизанами і 
підпільниками на окупованих територіях. 

Окрім власного штату (орієнтовну кількість персоналу, витрати і 
вимоги до кандидатів тримають у таємниці) ця структура могтиме 
залучати на час операції спеціалістів з інших відомств. Це дозво- 
лить економити бюджетні кошти. 

«У нас уже готовий відповідний законопроект, - каже директор 
правового департаменту Центру оборонної реформи Станіслав 
Бондаренко. - Ми співпрацювали з фахівцями Командування 
сил спеціальних операцій США, військовими експертами, які 
підтримали саме таке бачення. Проект пройшов усі експертизи, ми 
консультуємося з фахівцями 1 профільним комітетом. Але рішення 
має приймати президент, як верховний головнокомандувач. Чекаємо, 
щоб він вніс закон» 

Загальне командування новою структурою ляже на президента. 
Адміністративне керівництво візьме на себе міністр оборони, а ке- 
рувати операціями буде командування сил спеціальних операцій, 
яке пропонують зробити окремим від Генерального штабу (у штабі 
буде лише представник). 

«Є думки, що треба робити інакше, але якщо створювати щось на 
базі десантних військ, то треба визнати, що ми хочемо сили швид- 
кого реагування, а не спеціальних операцій. Однак у документах, 
підписаних раніше президентом, була ідея створення саме структу- 
ри для спецоперацій, а не просто елітного бойового підрозділу» — 
каже Олександр Данилюк. У Міністерстві оборони не заперечують. 

«Я підтримую ідею, що сили спеціальних операцій - це як части- 
ни інформаційно-психологічних операцій, так і спецназ - каже на- 
чальник Управління спеціальних операцій Генштабу Сергій Криво- 
нос. - Згоден, що завдання цих сил - не лише військові операції, а й 
боротьба за серця і розум людей. Бо підтримка дій нашої армії дуже 
важлива, і жодною зброєю цього не досягти». До того ж, аналогічну 
тактику на Донбасі вже використовує Росія. 

Однак фінансова складова проекту поки непевна. За словами Олек- 
сандра Данилюка, Великобританія на аналогічну службу виділяє 
25% військового бюджету. Чи запланує Україна такі витрати - поки 
невідомо. Зате будівництво навчального центру для службистів 
готові взяти на себе приватні інвестори. Є також спеціалісти з 
європейських країн, які готові працювати інструкторами. Однак ке- 
руватиме базою все-таки держава 

Натомість у Центрі оборонних реформ оптимістичні щодо підбору 
персоналу. «Є багато професіоналів, які мають відповідні вміння, 
але їх не призвали, а ми могли б їх залучити», - каже 

«Ми наполягаємо, що спеціальні операції проводяться не лише 
у стані війни. Це постійний аналіз інформації з різних каналів 
суспільства, аби вчасно бути у потрібному місці у потрібний час, 
i мати ті сили i засоби, які будуть потрібні. Це дуже дорого, але 
допомагає відповідати на загрози з меншим кровопролиттям» — 
вважає Роман Машовець 

«Коли були події у Слов'янську, Україна не могла швидко задіяти 
армію, не було правових підстав. А сили спеціальних операцій мог- 
ли б виконати завдання швидко і реагувати на всі загрози - і без 
військового стану», - каже Станіслав Бондаренко. Аби не виника- 
ло побоювань, що ці сили задіють для придушення мирних акцій 
протесту їх використання буде узгоджуватися з РНБО, хоча наказ 
віддаватиме президент. 

«Це добре, що формуються такі структури, хоча насправді деякі 
із озвучених функцій уже виконуються нашими силовими структу- 
рами, просто це не озвучують. Слід вирішити, у якій це буде формі. 
Адже у нас є підрозділи, які виконують функції сил спеціальних 
операції. У такому разі чи перейдуть вони до нової структури, 

чи будуть створюватися нові», - розповів Радіо Свобода експерт 
інформаційно-консалтингової компанії Defense Express Валерій Ря- 
бих. 
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ФОТО —IPUHA ЄНДРІЄВСЬКА 


Марко Левицький із юнаками СУМу та виховником Тарасом Подільським 
«Українські вісті» грають подвійно 
ролю для громади, каже редактор 


(УкрВісті) «Українські вісті» грають подвійно 
ролю -- бути і звязком для громади -- і також її 
голосом, каже редактор газети. 

Розмовляючи із юнаками (Спілки Української 
Молоді в Домі Молоді в Едмонтоні, 14 квітня, Мар- 
ко Левицький пояснив що газета служить як зв'язок 
тим що подає інформацію про громадські події, на- 
приклад коцерти, вистави, виставки і так далі. 

Тому що вона розповсюджена по Канаді, газе- 
та інформує читачів у різних околицях про те, що 
діється в інших містах. 

Але також, і це тому що часопис головно англо- 
мовний, звітує і коментує про справи які важні для 
нашої громади в Канаді. 

Він розповсюдив СУМівцям недавній випуск га- 
зети де були запити провідникам трьох головних 
політичних партій в Канаді про допомогу Україні 
— особисто про доставлення смертельної зброї 
українському війську. 

Таким чином це інформує канадських політиків, 
що потрібно Україні і які справи важні нашій 
промаді в Канаді. 

Левицький додав, що редакція / посилає 
«Українські вісті» кожному депутатові канадського 
федерального парламенту, з метою освідомлення 
їх про нашу громаду та її пріоритети. 


Він пояснив, що коли перші українські газети 
були засновані в Канаді то вони були повністю 
україномовними, бо служили громаді імігрантів 
котрі не розуміли по-англійськи і кому треба було 
подавати загальну інформацію так як і англомовні 
щоденники, але в такій мові яку б вони розуміли. 
Наступні покоління, які вже виросли в Канаді, і 
кому головна мова спілкування стала англійська, 
мали інші потреби і тому фокус газети змінився. 

Левицький сказав, WO існують також 
інформаційні статті, i редакційні або точки зору 
журналістів. Інформаційні статті подають самі 
факти без думки автора. Редакційні статті і точки 
зору подають погляди, але треба відрізняти їх від 
інформаційних і друкувати на окремих сторінках. 

Він також пояснив, що інформаційна стаття є 
структурована у формі «перевер-нутої піраміди», 
тобто найважніша інформація на самому почат- 
ку, а далі подаєтся інформація меньш важливого 
пріорітету. 

Це робиться тому що читачі не все читають 
цілу статтю і тому треба подати найважливішу 
інформацію із самого початку. 

Інколи, щоб скоротити статтю щоб вмістилася в 
дане місце в газеті, викидається параграфи їз низу 
статті, сказав редактор. 


Долю Савченко вирішує mo анесуд- адвокати 


«МО 
Чим 


Олена Матусова «Радіо Свобода» 

Басманний суд Москви у п'ятницю відхилив 
скаргу адвокатів Надії Савченко на відмову 
слідства припинити кримінальне переслідування 
української льотчиці. Крім того, стороні захисту 
було відмовлено у виклику до суду представників 
МЗС та Мін'юсту Росії. Адвокати хотіли, щоб 
представники відомств дали пояснення про 
наявність у Савченко міжнародного імунітету. 

Адвокати Надії Савченко просили відкласти 
п'ятничне засідання Басманного суду, оскільки 
двоє з них перебували поза Москвою. Суд 
відмовив у клопотанні і в результаті Миколі По- 
лозову довелося терміново залишити Краснодар, 
де він захищає сина Мустафи Джемілєва - Хайсе- 
ра, i приїхати в Москву. А Марк Фейгін, який веде 
переговори з приводу Надії Савченко за океаном, 
на сьогоднішнє засідання так і не потрапив. Втім, 
за словами Фейгіна, рішення суду було вельми пе- 
редбачуваним. 

«Поки Путін не ухвалив політичного рішення, 
суд буде дублювати раз за разом подібного типу 
рішення на всі наші скарги, Власне кажучи, яку з 
наших скарг задовольнив Басманний суд? Цілком 
очевидно, що аргументи, які містяться у скарзі, 
були достатні і вагомі для того, щоб їх задо- 
вольнити. Тобто це все маніпулятивна гра з боку 
російського суду для того, щоб продовжувати тяг- 
нути цей безглуздий процес», - зазначив Фейгін. 

Інший адвокат Савченко - Ілля Новиков - теж 
не чекав сенсацій від нинішнього засідання суду. В 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода Новиков пояснив, навіщо 
захист української льотчиці наполягав на виклику 
до суду представників російського МЗС. Йдеть- 
ся про наявність у Савченко імунітету делегата 
ПАРЄ. 

«M3C написав висновок про те, що в цьому 
випадку імунітету немає. Нібито імунітет тільки 
функціональний, і він поширюється тільки на 
діяння, які вчинені в період перебування на посаді. 
Що абсолютно не випливає з тексту, який Росія 
ратифікувала, на який посилаємося ми і на який 
посилаються в ПАРЄ», - наголосив Новиков. 

На найближчу сесію ПАРЄ, яка починається вже 


Українська льотчиця Надія Савченко під час 
засідання Басманного суду. Москва, 17 квітня 2015. 


найближчого понеділка, Савченко навряд чи змо- 
же потрапити, Але адвокати кажуть, що на цьому 
історія не закінчена. Вони збираються звернути- 
ся до вищих судових інстанцій, в тому числі, і до 
Конституційного суду Росії. 

Інформаційний інтерес до Надії Савченко, так 
само як і до іншого в'язня - режисера Олега Сен- 
цова, в останні тижні в Росії дещо спав. Однак 
українські політв'язні продовжують підтримувати 
один одного, хоча можливості спілкуватися без- 
посередньо у них немає, розповіла Радіо Свобода 
журналіст і правозахисниця Зоя Светова. 

«Наскільки я розумію, вони не можуть один 
одному писати листи, але, як мені здалося, і Надія 
Савченко, і Олег Сенцов відчувають один до одно- 
го велику людську симпатію, і вони один одному 
співчувають, бо і Надія Савченко, і Олег Сен- 
цов - це політичні в'язні. Це українські громадя- 
ни, які стали жертвами абсолютно божевільного 
конфлікту між Росією й Україною». 

Під час недавніх відвідин у СІЗО Лефортово 
Олег Сенцов попросив правозахисників передати 
привіт всім тим, хто його підтримує, і Надії Сав- 
ченко. 
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First leg action 


Dnipro, Brugge tie in first leg 


(UEFA)—Club Brugge KV and FC Dni- 
pro Dnipropetrovsk will go into the second 
leg of their UEFA Europa League quarter- 
final with the tie finely poised following an 
engrossing but scoreless first leg, April 16. 

With Dnipro having won only one of their 
seven European away games this season and 
Club Brugge boasting an unbeaten record, 
the visitors surprisingly made the better start. 
Ruslan Rotan had the first effort but blazed 
over. 

Highly rated winger Yevhen Konoplyanka 
and Valeriy Luchkevych caught the eye for 
Myron Markevych’s team with their strong 
running, but struggled to create clear open- 
ings in Bruges. The Dnipryani dominated the 
early exchanges as the hosts conceded pos- 
session for long spells. 

However, the Belgian First League leaders 
did not panic and carved out the best chance 
of the half. The impressive Obbi Oularé — 
preferred ahead of Tom De Sutter for his 
physical presence — sent José Izquierdo clear 
with a brilliant through ball but the forward 
was denied by the feet of Dnipro goalkeeper 
Denys Boyko. 


Moments later, Lior Refaelov — one of the 
top marksmen left in the competition, with 
six goals — threatened to add to his tally 
from distance. The No8 picked the ball up 
30 metres from goal and whistled a shot just 
over the crossbar as the stalemate persisted 
until the break. 


The Ukrainian side came faster out of 


the blocks after the interval too. But a rare 
lapse from their defence almost presented 
the Blauw-Zwart with the opener. Davy de 
Fauw, unmarked from a corner, nodded wide 
when he should perhaps have found the far 
post. 

Michel Prudhomme’s men survived a 
late onslaught to extend their impressive 
home sequence to 24 matches unbeaten on 
all fronts. Brugge’s Matthew Ryan under- 
lined his much-touted credentials as Dnipro 
sought to end their undefeated status in the 
competition. Ryan repelled Rotan from close 
range and then produced a wonderful stop 
low to his left from Konoplyanka. Five min- 
utes later Konoplyanka fired straight at the 
keeper as, fittingly, Ryan had the final say in 
an absorbing first-leg contest. 


Babacar’s Fiorentina finish 
confounds Dynamo 


(UEFA)—Substitute Khouma Babacar’s 
acrobatic flick in added time pulled the rug 
out from under Serhiy Rebrov’s side in the 
Ukrainian capital, April 16. 

Khouma Babacar came off the bench to 
preserve ACF Fiorentina’s long unbeaten 
record on the road in Europe, his acrobatic 
flick securing the Viola a deserved UEFA 
Europa League quarter-final first-leg draw at 
FC Dynamo Kyiv. 

Dynamo failed to effectively clear Matias 
Fernandez’s ball in from the right two min- 
utes into added time and were undone as the 
Senegalese striker — with his back to goal — 
stretched liis leg high to flip the ball into the 
net. It was just reward for Vincenzo Montel- 
la’s side, who had shown plenty of endeay- 
our despite conceding on 36 minutes when 
Nenad Tomovié’s attempt at a block served 
only to loop Jeremain Lens’s shot in from the 
edge of the box. 

Serhiy Вебгоу'5 team were overwhelmed 
for much of the first period, left-back An- 
tunes run ragged by Mohamed Salah before 
being replaced by Domagoj Vida after just 
24 minutes. Mario Gomez had an effort re- 
buffed then got up to fire a second into the 
side netting, and later Salah fluffed his fin- 
ish — firing pretty much straight at Olexandr 
Shovkoyskiy when the ball broke to him in 
the area. Fernandez too went close before 
Lens’s stroke of luck changed the complex- 
ion of the match. 

For a few minutes it appeared Dynamo 
would make more of their good fortune, the 
Ukrainian Premier-Liha leaders recovering 
their attacking fluency, yet they were cagey 
once more after the interval, inviting the 
Viola to come at them again. Borja Valero’s 


flicked header thudded into the post where- 
as the closest Dynamo got to a second was 
when Andriy Yarmolenko wove his way into 
the box, Juan Manuel Vargas sliding in to 
fend away his strike. 

Rebroy, though, had reason to be pleased 
with his side’s defensive resolve until Ba- 
bacar’s late intervention, which means Fio- 
rentina are now 12 games unbeaten away 
from home in UEFA competition. 


Oleksander Usyk 


Ukraine’s Usyk beats Russia’s 
Knyazev in emotional 8 round bout 


(Kyiv Post)—Oleksander Usyk, the un- 
defeated Ukrainian boxer notorious for 
colorful performances with a high dose of 
patriotism, beat Russia’s Andrei Knyazev in 
an eighth round technical knockout in front 
of an emotional crowd at Kyiv’s Palace of 
Sports, April 18. 

Known for performing Kozak Hopak 
dances after bouts and brandishing a trade- 
mark scalp lock haircut, Usyk dominated the 
duel, leaving Knyazev’s face heavily bruised 
and his nose bleeding. 

During the match, thousands of specta- 
tors stood to sing the Ukrainian national an- 


VOTE for 


them. As both fighters scrapped in the ring 
the crowd chanted patriotic slogans and of- 
fensive jeers directed at Russian President | 
Vladimir Putin. 

Usyk was born in Crimea, which Russia oc- 
cupied last year before launching a proxy hy- 
brid war in eastern Donbas region, where it has 
engineered a separatist rebellion and supported 
it with heavy weaponry and regular troops. 

With the victory, the 2012 Olympic heavy- 
weight gold medalist preserves his unbeaten 
status since turing professional in 2013 and 
comes closer to challenging world cruiser- 
weight WBO champion Marco Huck. 
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(Jamestown Foundation)—AI- 
though, for now, the ceasefire 
agreements reached in February 
2015 appear to be mostly hold- 
ing in eastern Ukraine, nationwide 
feelings of anxiety and stress per- 
sist. This is not only due to the fear 
that Vladimir Putin may restart the 
war in May, but also due to the 
growing challenge of petty terror- 
ism. In various cities across the 
country, incidents of small explo- 
sive devices unexpectedly going 


off at night have sowed uncertainty 
and panic. 

The targets are most frequently 
the offices of volunteer organiza- 
tions helping the Ukrainian army, 
as well as military installations, 
railway infrastructure and banks. 
And the target cities — most nota- 
bly Kharkiv, Odesa, Zaporizhia and 
Dnipropetrovsk — tend to be locat- 
ed in Ukraine’s eastern and south- 
em majority-Russian-speaking 
provinces that have not been dir- 
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SBU suspects Moscow is behind explosions shaking Ukrainian cities 


ectly affected by the war, but where 
pro-Russian sentiment is tradition- 
ally strong. Those areas were in- 
cluded by Putin in his concept of 
“Novorossiya” (“New Russia” —a 
tsarist-era term for southeastern 
Ukrainian lands conquered or col- 
onized under Catherine the Great) 
in his famous statement justifying 
intervention in Ukraine a year ago. 
Ukrainian authorities and commen- 
tators naturally suspect that agent 
provocateurs and mercenaries from 
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Russia are behind the terrorist acts. 

Russian extremist politician Ed- 
uard Limonovy, who spent his youth 
in Ukraine’s second largest city of 
Kharkiv in the 1960s, complained 
last October that Kharkiv and 
Odesa were not as “revolutionary” 
as Donetsk and Luhansk. He said 
Kharkiv should “explode”. A ser- 
ies of explosions shook Kharkiv 
last November. Eight people were 
wounded in a blast at a local bar on 
November 9. Explosions were also 
reported near a military hospital on 
November 20, and near the airport 
and a railway depot on November 
21. Another blast was reported near 
military barracks in Kharkiv on 
November 25. 

Blasts have also been frequently 
reported in Odesa since last July. 
The first targets included a mil- 
itary enlistment office and several 
offices of Privatbank. Privatbank, 
Ukraine’s largest bank, is co- 
owned by Шог Kolomoysky, one 
of the few oligarchs who supported 
the Maidan uprising in 2013. Kolo- 
moysky has a personal feud with 
Putin—in March 2014, he called 
him crazy, while Putin said Kolo- 
moysky was a “crook”. The fre- 
quency of explosions increased in 
Odesa last winter. 

Explosions continued to shake 
Kharkiv and Odesa after the Febru- 
ary 12 ceasefire agreements. Most 
recently, on March 28, an explo- 
sive device went off near an Odesa 
volunteers’ office, and a flagpole 
in central Kharkiv was badly dam- 
aged by an explosion in the early 
hours of April 7. In the rest of Pu- 
tin’s imaginary Novorossiya out- 
side of the war-torn areas, terrorists 
have been generally less active. 
Nonetheless, separate blasts were 
reported last month in Zaporizhia 
and Dnipropetrovsk provinces. The 
pattern has been, more or less, the 
same: Small bombs go off in the 
middle of the night, leaving almost 
always no casualties, obviously in- 
tended to scare rather than kill. 

Ukraine’s security services, thus 
far notoriously helpless in the fight 
against Moscow-backed insurgents 
and Russian intervention, recently 
began to report achievements. The 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
announced that three saboteurs, 
sent from the so-called Donetsk 
People’s Republic (DPR), were de- 
tained over an explosion in Zapo- 
rizhia; a local Communist sus- 
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pected of planning terrorist acts in 
Dnipropetrovsk was arrested; and 
a Russian citizen who is a member 
of the DPR was detained over the 
Kharkiv flagpole blast. 

In Odesa, the SBU apprehended 
a group of ten saboteurs, saying that 
they prepared handmade explosive 
devices and planned anti-govern- 
ment rallies for the anniversary of 
the May 2, 2014, fire in the Odesa 
trade unions building, in which 
dozens of pro-Kremlin activists 
perished. The group was headed 
by a former member of the Ukrain- 
ian riot police service Berkut and 
guided by a Ukrainian citizen who 
had fled to Moscow after involve- 
ment in terrorist acts in Odesa, ac- 
cording to the SBU. The SBU said, 
on April 9, that it detained a further 
29 “saboteurs” in Odesa who were 
preparing another “people’s repub- 
lic,” and that an operation to un- 
cover more was continuing. 

SBU spokesperson Markiyan 
Lubkivsky briefed journalists, on 
April 8, that former prime min- 
ister Mykola Azaroy and former 
people’s deputies Oleg Tsaryov and 
Volodymyr Oliynyk were paying 
unemployed, retired and homeless 
Ukrainians to participate in pickets 
aimed to “destabilize the socio-pol- 
itical situation in Ukraine.” Lubkiv- 
sky said that Azaroy, Tsaryov and 
Oliynyk were operating from Mos- 
cow. Lubkivsky also said members 
of the Ukrainian Communist Party 
were suspected of involvement in 
terrorism in Odesa. 

Outside of southeastern Ukraine, 
similar tactics of low-scale ter- 
rorism aimed to stir up fear may 
be increasingly used in the capital 
Kyiv, which has attracted thou- 
sands of refugees from war-torn 
Donbas (eastern Ukrainian region 
encompassing Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk provinces). Most recently, 
handmade bombs went off near the 
offices of Sberbank of Russia, not 
far from central Kyiv, in the early 
hours of April 2. As in similar pre- 
vious incidents in the country’s east 
and south, there were no casualties, 
and damage to the buildings was 
limited. The post-Maidan govern- 
ment failed a crucial test a year ago, 
when it did not arrest the quickly 
escalating insurgency in Donbas. 
Now, it will be important that the 
authorities not underestimate the 
growing phenomenon of small- 
scale terrorism across the country. 
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